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EDITORS COLUMN

It is hard to believe this is the fourth edition of the magazine I have produced. I hope you have all 

enjoyed the contents for which I must thank all those who have contributed articles for inclusion. I must 

thank the Chairman for all his assistance throughout the year. Once again thanks go to the staff of Sam 

Robinson our printers and in particular Ross Kinnier for his excellent design work. Please keep the articles 

coming in. Deadline for receipt of articles 24th November 2009.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This will be held on Tuesday 27th October 2009. at 8pm in Banbridge Rugby Club, Ardery’s Lane, Newry 

Road, Banbridge. Please make an effort to attend and contribute to the running of your club.   
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Where has the summer gone?  September has 

come round again and that leads us to our last 

run of the season. This takes us from Lough 

Neagh to Dungannon Park, Navan Fort and 

Tandragee. I hope many of you will come and 

join us on our last event in 2009.

The runs this year have been very well supported 

and we have, with one exception, been very 

fortunate with the weather.

Since our last magazine we have had the 

Banbridge Cavalcade in June when 130 classic 

vehicles assembled at The Outlet. The Bronte 

Run took us from Kells to the museum in 

Garvagh, finishing in Randalstown. July’s T.T. 

Run between the two Castles of Hillsborough 

and Carrickfergus enjoyed good weather, but 

unfortunately it didn’t last a few days longer for 

our visit to the Rose Gardens in Sir Thomas and 

Lady Dixon Park.

Mountstewart in August for our Stanley Woods 

Run got a scorcher of a day to make up for last 

years quagmire.

Our August visit to the pirates Adventure Golf 

at Dundonald brought our summer activities to 

a close on a high note. Good fun and laughter 

were enjoyed by everyone who came along.

My sincere thanks and appreciation go out to all 

those who organised these and previous events 

this year.

Don’t forget to come to our 29th September 

Club Meeting and most importantly our Annual 

General Meeting on 27th October in Banbridge 

Rugby Club at 

8pm. This is the 

most important 

meeting of the 

year when we 

elect our new 

committee for 

2010. Please come 

and offer your 

talents for the benefit of the club.

Our club magazine which we all look forward 

to and avidly read with interest has been 

produced and edited by Michael McKay for the 

last year. I wish to thank Michael sincerely for 

his dedication and professionalism in producing 

a magazine of such quality which we all 

enjoy. I urge all of our members to send your 

contributions to Michael for future publication.

Finally as this will be my last opportunity to 

write to you as Chairman, I wish to thank all 

of you who have helped the club and given me 

your support over the past two years.

May I also pass on my good wishes to the new 

Chairman and Committee and wish them every 

success in the coming years.

Ken McDevitte, Chairman  

CHAIRMAN’S PAGE
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May Club Night
Tuesday 28th May 2009. saw members driving 
in both directions on the M1 to meet at the 
Tamnamore Roundabout before proceeding to 
Bush Cross Roads where we were to view Trevor 
Haydock’s collection of vintage and classic 
vehicles. Twenty plus members attended this very 
interesting evening hosted by Trevor and his wife 
and a couple of their friends. Trevor’s collection 
consists of mainly commercial vehicles, from light 
trucks to heavy lorries and a military vehicle all of 
which brought back memories not only to myself but to many of those attending. Included were a 
small number of cars which were of special relevance to Trevor in his motoring life. Upstairs revealed a 
collection of models, motor bikes, farm implements and other items of interest. It is wonderful to be 
given the opportunity to see a collection such as this particularly so near to home. At the end of the 
evening light refreshments were provided by the Haydocks which were much appreciated. The Chairman 
thanked Trevor for allowing our club to visit his collection. We are also indebted to Andrew Carson for 
organising this evening  for us.
Michael McKay

The weather forecast was “changeable with sunny 
spells” as we set off from Belfast in the rain. 
Driving through Templepatrick and Parkgate the 
rain stopped and by the time we reached Kells the 
sun was on its way.

The ladies of Kells Presbyterian Church provided 
us with tea/coffee and delicious scones to send us 
on our way. Twenty two cars and their forty five 
occupants followed Johnny Montgomery in his 
big Rover out of Kells to the bypass of the city of 
the seven towers and past the Moravian Village 
of Gracehill. Through Ahoghill and down into 
Portglenone on the river Bann,over the bridge , we 
travelled, turned right and on for a few miles to 
Kilrea . No faries to be seen today, so on for a few 
more miles to the ancient town  of Garvagh, home 
of T.B.F. Thompson of J.C.B.fame.

The Heritage Centre was the venue for our picnic 
lunch. The history of the town and surrounding 
countryside was revealed inside the museum with 
a wonderful collection of exhibits, artifacts and 
relics from the past. A few relics from the present 
were seen making their way around the museum 
and were asked to “keep moving” or someone may 
think you are one of the exhibits! The Heritage 

Centre is a wonderful asset to Garvagh and a great 
tourist attraction and we wish them every success 
in the future. After our lunch break the big Rover 
lead our cavalcade of cars up through the hills for 
some fabulous views of the countryside beneath 
the Sperrins. The mountains and valleys of several 
counties could be seen in the distance in glorious 
sunshine.

Winding our way down the mountain we reached 
Swatragh and further on the linen village if 
Upperlands. A right turn led our courtage of 
vehicles through the hamlets of Culnady and 
Guladuff along the twisty road to Bellaghy, and 
a few miles more to the main A6 road and the 
Toome Bypass. 15 minutes later we were in the 
church car park in Randalstown. A delicious hot 
meal was served up by the ladies of Randalstown 
Presbyterian Church to round off a wonderful 
day with beautiful scenery and glorious weather, 
enjoyed by all and the best of craic.

Many thanks to Johnny Montgomery, David 
Nesbitt and their team.

Ken McDevitte 

The bronte Run Saturday 6th June
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Banbridge cavalcade 2009
The second running of the parade in 2008 proved a great success for the club with 120 vehicles, this 
year, at the 3rd running it got even better, with in excess of 130 varying from motorcycles, commercial 
vehicles, tractors and the usual collection of cars. For some workers the event started around 5pm at 
Banbridge Rugby Club where a few willing club members set about erecting the gazebos in preparation 
for the entrants who would be arriving there for supper after the short tour of the historic ‘Banbridge 100’ 
motorcycle race circuit. When those who had been at the rugby club moved to the Outlet a few entrants 
had already arrived there, Autoglym had set up their stall and were already selling their wares and Andrew 
Carson had the BOVC portable office in place. For the next couple of hours there was a steady stream of 
vehicles arrived and they were parked by marshals after signing in. There was one avoidable incident that 
happened in the car park when an entrant reached into his car to start his engine and the car happened 
to be in gear, result was that the engine fired up, the person who started the car lost his footing and the 
car ran forward over his foot and on a couple of yards before it was brought under control, luckily there 
did not appear to be any serious injury he was more embarrassed than injured. The moral of that story 
is that you should never attempt to start a vehicle unless you are sitting in the driver’s seat and have 
full control of it. Most of the vehicles left the Outlet around 7.45pm and made their way around the 
prepared route, bar that one incident we had a good night, the weather was in our favour, there were 
plenty of spectators at the Outlet and along the route everyone got their tea/coffee and a good selection 
of sandwiches for supper. Our thanks must go to Brian McJury for organising the event, the ladies who 
helped at the rugby club, Andrew for bringing the ‘office’, Banbridge Council, The management of the 
Outlet, the committee of the rugby club and those who helped with parking at both locations.

Samuel Spence  
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This show was the replacement for the old “Kilbroney 2000 “ show which for the past couple 

of years was held in September and had to be cancelled last year because of the very wet 

weather. Despite the rumours that were going round that this would be mainly a tractor show 

this was far from the truth.

There were over 1000 entrants the majority of which were vintage and classic cars and 

commercial vehicles. There were the usual auto jumble stalls along with the amusements and 

fast food outlets and other general stalls. The weather was kind to those attending with bright 

sunshine and the very odd shower of rain which did not dampen the enthusiasm of all those 

attending.

There were a few club stands but in general there was organised parking which worked well 

however the organisers should consider showing greater emphasis on encouragement of  

organising club stands. The organisers are to be congratulated on what was an excellent day 

in a very lovely setting. 

KILBRONEY VINTAGE SHOW
20th June 2009
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This is the first year that the 

Association Of Old Vehicle 

Clubs Limited have organised 

a show in Ballymena Show 

Grounds. On arrival at 7.55 

am there was the Chairman 

Reg Bell manning the gate 

with a line of traffic awaiting 

entry at 8am. As I was to 

set up the display for the 

Banbridge Old Vehicle Club 

Limited I was directed over 

to the left where a large area 

had been marked out for 

use by the club. My first task 

was to erect the club banner 

preceeded by the setting up 

of the display of my Morris 

Marina.

Every where there were clubs 

setting up their stands. There 

was the Morris Minor Club 

with the theme Snow White 

and The Seven Dwarfs , the 

Ford Anglia Club celebrating 

the 50th birthday of the 

Ford Anglia, a stand showing 

the type of funeral service 

provided many years ago. 

There were minis of all 

descriptions, Rolls Royces in 

all their glory, sports cars of 

all shapes and sizes to name 

but a few. The autojumblers 

and antique dealers were 

busy selling their wares as 

were those stalls in the craft 

marquee. Other activities 

which were drawing the 

crowds were the Irish 

Dancing, the dismantling and 

rebuilding of a tractor in the 

space of 10 to 15 minutes, 

the cutting up of a car by the 

N I Fire and Rescue Service .

Of course an event like this 

has to have its cars for sale 

section and there were some 

bargains to be had.

As in past years Graham 

Robson the world –renowned 

Motoring Historian was on 

hand to comment on the 

vehicles presented by their 

owners in the display ring.

This show was not only for 

cars, there were tractors of 

all descriptions and makes, 

lorries , buses and military 

vehicles were also on display.

The weather was kind in 

that we did not have much 

rain however the sun did not 

appear until late afternoon.

On the whole this was a 

good show with lots to see 

and of interest to all sections 

of those attending.

Michael McKay

AOVC CLASSIC SHOW SATURDAY 27TH JUNE 2009



Saturday the 18th July was 

the date of our annual T.T. 

run. Some 25 cars, drivers 

and passengers met at 

Hillsborough Parish Church 

Hall where we were treated to 

tea/coffee and an assortment 

of scones, including some 

with strawberries and cream, 

prepared by the ladies of the 

church.

There was time to view the beautiful church which is steeped in history and has been used by 

the Royal Family during their stay in nearby Hillsborough Castle.

After a briefing by the event organisers Michael McKay and John Miskelly we left Historic 

Hillsborough for the even more Historic Carrickfergus and the 800 year old castle. We had 

been allocated parking on the Castle Green where we tucked into our picnics and then the 

dreaded rain came on. It was a quick pack up chairs etc and into the comfort of our cars to sit 

out the very heavy shower.

We were then split into two groups for a tour of the castle conducted by very knowlegible 

guides bringing history alive. We had Reg Bell taking on the role of a Knight and Sam Baird as 

a Peasant Soldier demonstrating the difference in armour between the classes. We were able 

to spend as long as we wanted enjoying the castle but as the rain continued most people 

returned to their cars and headed home.

Some of us braved the showers and had 

a look around the town and the Old 

Parish Church before finishing with a very 

pleasant meal in the “Point” restaurant 

which overlooks the Castle and Harbour.

A big thanks to John and Michael for a job 

well done.

N.J. Crawford

OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE

T.T. RUN 2009



OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE

July Club Night
July in Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park means one thing—The Annual International Rose Trials. 

10,000 roses are grown in the park, to be judged at this prestigious event. Five acres of these 

beautiful blooms are enjoyed and inspected by thousands of visitors to this wonderful park in 

the weeks before and after this great occasion.

On Tuesday the 28th July, twenty four members and friends of Banbridge Old Vehicle Club 

gathered with their classic cars in front of Wilmont House. This was the former home of Sir 

Thomas and Lady Dixon, who bequeathed the estate to the citizens of Belfast to be used as a 

park for leisure and enjoyment, Unfortunately the storms and heavy rain during the preceding 

weeks and days of our visit had devastated the roses and destroyed their blooms but didn’t 

dampen the enthusiasm of some of our members who went for a stroll amongst the flower beds, 

despite the wet conditions. 

Cold weather and hot gossip 

were the order of the day, 

while scones, tea/coffee and 

cream from Sheila’s pantry 

were welcomed by all.

Once again this Annual Visit 

to the gardens of Sir Thomas 

and Lady Dixon Park was 

a very enjoyable evening. 

Many thanks to Michael 

McKay and Sheila Adair.

Ken McDevitte  
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As a boy interested in cars and serving my apprenticeship with R J Tinsley, a BMC garage in Dromore 
Co Down, I always had a soft spot for cars, especially models that had passed through the garage over 
the years. My memories from 1966/67 were those of MG, Morris Minors, A40 Farina, A60 Cambridge 
and of course the Mini range. My desire was always to drive the largest car I could get my hands on 
and the Austin 1800 range [nicknamed the landcrab] was a popular model sold and serviced by R J 
Tinsley at that time. Now it so happened that in 1968, a local draper in the town purchased a brand 
new Wolseley 18/85 in Alaskin blue. This luxurious Wolseley when it eventually came in for servicing 
and check over, was one of my favourite cars to drive and work on. It was spacious, quiet, had superb 
vision from any angle and handled like a big mini on the road. Of course it actually was a big mini, 
being front wheel drive, hydrolastic suspension all round, transverse engine and gearbox  and with 
road wheels sitting as far to each corner of the body as possible, this design was sure to give the 
car a smooth comfortable safe ride at any speed. Well this gorgeous car with walnut dashboard and 
leather trim was used very little over the years as the owner’s business in retailing kept the car in his 
garage most of the time. It may have been driven on the odd Sunday and occasionally on a Thursday 
which was shop closing day. This as you will read gives a pleasing result on the true mileage on the 
clock today.

My time at R J Tinsley`s came to an end in 1972 and I moved on to other employment, my tool box 
was still active and I continued to drive, buy and sell many models from the BMC range. Every now 
and again the big Wolseley came into focus but I knew I could never own such a car. Many years 
passed and the Wolseley disappeared and was almost forgotten [with the exception of passing the 
owner’s residence on a daily basis and wondering]. My love for the older car was still there and all of 
a sudden the classic car scene took off, I joined Banbridge Old Vehicle Club in 1988 and bought and 
restored a few cars over a period of time. Becoming well known as a classic car owner and enthusiast 
in my local town of Dromore a relative of the Wolseley owner approached me to ask what would the 
best way to dispose of the Wolseley as  the owner had sadly passed away some time ago. My initial 
reaction was that of, surely its not still around? and knowing only too well how rusty such a model 
became, its bound to be rotten beyond repair. I offered to examine the car which had been sitting 

in a garage that I had passed every day for 
many years, I was excited to go 

and see my dream car 
after all these 

HIDDEN WOLSELEY
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years but anxious that it would be a large rust bucket.  Opening the garage door was strange as I 
had done this before a long time ago when I was sent to collect the car for servicing, up went the 
door and I found AIJ 5188, the full of this 1 car garage, not much room for examination! As I side 
stepped up both, scared to run my hand up the sills and thinking I may feel carpet or inner sills, but 
no, I could not find rust or the sign of it anywhere. The bottoms of the doors were perfect, wheel 
arches, sills and all panels were sound and unmarked, both front  tyres were very flat, having sat for 
approx 6 plus years unattended, and the paintwork had lost its shine. I proceeded to sit in the drivers 
seat to see the mileage and assumed it may be as low as 50,000mls [hoping] and I was speechless 
as the milometer read 8,155mls and it still had the small manufacturers transparent label in the 
middle of the dial. I was unsure for a moment if this could be correct and then found all the MOT 
certificates and the last  tax disc sitting in the dash and to my amazement all tallied up to be correct 
! Needless to say I bought the car almost immediately, pulled it out of the garage with a rope and 
was determined to drive it to its new home, my workshop. A new battery was purchased, front tyres 
were pumped up for now, fresh fuel was poured intothe tank and after a slight tap at the electric SU 
pump, up came the fuel which I let run externally for a minute. A quick look at the points and a few 
minutes later this wonderful Wolsely was running with the exhaust blowing out and smokey but 5 
minutes later no smoke and the engine was idling as it should. My next worry were the brakes but 
low and behold I had brakes, including the handbrake, working perfectly! Why? because all those 
years ago I sprayed under the car with waste oil and all linkages were free, not to mention a well 
protected floorpan. Off I went  in the direction of the workshop, proud of my latest purchase. Now it 
was time for some elbow grease as the paintwork was like sandpaper and dull. A few hours later and 
a lot of sweat, the Wolseley was fit for a showroom, the exhaust was temporarily repaired and 2 new 
front [period] tyres were purchased. A few weeks later my MOT date came through and off I set. My 
examiner was amazed and gave the car a clean bill of health and has passed every year since without 
fault. Wondering what my first opportunity would be to show this luxury motor from the 60`s, I was 
asked to show it at the annual indoor Classic Motor Show in the Slieve Donard Hotel Newcastle Co 
Down. Many enthusiasts admired the Wolseley and stories were told by the dozen about  farmers all 
over the country driving the Austin/Morris version 1800 and towing the cattle trailer and taking the 
entire family of 6 out at the weekends. Room was not a problem you see and comfort was the main 
feature. As you can see from the pictures my Wolseley is unretired and completely original, with the 
exception of 2 new front tyres a new battery and a stainless steel exhaust, and an 8 track stereo, it 
drives like new and it now shows 9,800 plus miles. It will take a while yet before I have 12,000mls on 
the clock and only then will it be run in, 
as they used to talk about. It pleases me 
to own a classic car that I serviced many 
years ago and I am delighted that it was 
returned to its original glory, to be seen 
and admired among many other superb 
classics for many years to come. I hope 
you have enjoyed this unique story about 
my wonderful 1968 Wolseley 18/85  MK1 

PS  It has been used over the past few 
years in local film making.

Bill Forsythe
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Stanley woods run

Christmas run

new dvlni directive

This morning we awoke the sun shining brightly got the Anglia out of the garage and picked 

up two of my sister’s and we headed to Comber. Reggie and his mate Tom were there to greet 

us as we started off the day  at Scrabo Garden Centre with freshly brewed coffee and scones. 

We made our way round to Mount Stewart and parked up our cars where we meet up with 

old acquaintances and some new . There were plenty of stalls to visit ,potatoes to gather ,fresh 

soda bread and country butter to satisfy the appetite of the men and our Australian visitor 

Edward Briggs some how  managed a swig of red wine with his. The ploughing match and 

Steam Engines, Tractors in all there beauty took pride of place .

A good day was had by all, the sun shone  a nice finish to Mount Stewart and next year we 

look forward to the new venue.

Sheila Adair

Saturday 8th August 2009

Samuel Spence our AOVC Rep and AOVC Vice Chairman has advised me of a directive issued 

to NI Test Centre Managers on 26th August 2009 which will be of interest to the owners of 

vehicles with wire (and wooden)spoked wheels.

A condensed version of this is as follows :This memo (reference DVOLV 111) gives, inter alia, 

clear instructions that ALL wire  (and wooden) spoke wheeled “ older vehicles” (up to 1979 by 

their definition) “should not” be subjected to the brake roller or check wear plates.

In the above, and other stated circumstances, The “ Presenter” of the vehicle will be permitted 

to drive the vehicle through the Test Hall, and during any subsequent Tapley Meter or other 

“road” test for brake efficiency.

Once again Harry and Margaret Pepper have agreed to organise this very popular run to finish 

the events in 2009.  It will be held on Monday 28th December 2009 Details and entry forms 

will be available at the October Club Meeting. You can also contact Harry or Margaret  at 23, 

Richmond Heights, Banbridge, Co Down , BT32 4HU or on 40623108 .



OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGE
august club night
Most of the weather  in the days leading up to this event was heavy thundery rain. The organiser 
of the event our membership secretary Myreve Chambers told us that she had prayed for a dry 
night.  Her prayers were answered when we all duly arrived at the Pirates Adventure Golf at 
Dundonald Ice Bowl on Tuesday 25th August at 7.30p.m.  It turned out to be a lovely dry warm 
balmy summer evening. I had not been at this location since I was in my early twenties trying 
to Ice Skate and came home with a very wet posterior.  The Mini Golf was very enjoyable and 
the 18 holes had been well planned and laid out to test even the golfers among the party.

At approximately 8.45p.m. the whole of the golf course was illuminated by decorative lights 
and spotlights which added to the atmosphere of the event. One of the golfers in our four ball, 
Mr Tom Briggs had a hole in one at the 18th and was rewarded with a token for a free round 
of golf. The evening was completed with a welcome cup of coffee in the Dundonald  Ice  Bowl 
Coffee Shop. Many thanks to Myreve for organising another evening of good fun and great 
craic.

DENNIS MITCHELL
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In 1983 the club reached another 
milestone with the production of it’s 
first News sheet something which 
has served the members well ever 
since. The first editor was Paul Mercer, 
known for his work in restoring 
Morris Minors.  I will not attempt to 
list all subsequent editors lest I leave 
someone out. Suffice to say all have 
contributed greatly to the life of the 
club.

The Annual General Meeting of 
1985 saw the appointment of the 
first Club President, Mr H.J. Heslip. 
M.P., who until then had been the 
Club Chairman. That post being 
filled by Billy Ferguson. Discussions 
were also commenced to adopt 
Limited Company status for the club. This was 
accomplished at the Annual General Meting in 
1987, to be known as Banbridge Old Vehicle 
Club Limited. Office bearers were PresidentH.H. 
Heslip,Chairman Billy Burrowes, Hon Secretary 
Johnston Clarke, Treasurer Billy Ferguson. (Not 
many of us left Billy )

Meanwhile club life on the ground progressed. 
In 1987 the Banbridge “100” commemorative 
drive was introduced, to commemorate a 
motor cycle race held for four years 1927-30 
around the triangle course followed by our 
cavalcade on June5th last, it also followed the 
course of the old Banbridge “50” race around 
Loughbrickland, Tierney and Glasgar, on which 
the late, great Stanley Woods had his first road 
race, memorably breaking the handlebar on 
his motor cycle, and having it repaired with 
a branch and some rope supplied by a local 
farmer.

By the time you are reading this article many 
will have participated in the “ Stanley Woods 
Run “ on 6th August, capably organised by Reg 
Bell. The name change from Commerative Drive 

came about after Stanley Woods accepted 
the invitation to join us on the drive, and 
returned several times whilst he was able prior 
to his death. He consented to his name being 
associated with the event.

One of Ireland’s and indeed the world’s great 
motor cycle racers, he competed all over the 
globe, mainly on works machinery including 
exotic names like Blackburn, New Imperial, O.K. 
Supreme, Cotton, Royal Enfield, Ariel, Douglas, 
Norton, Moto-guzzi and Velocette, winning 10 
I.o.M. T.T. Races.

Eighteen years after his retirement he was 
present in the I.o.M. to congratulate Mike 
Hailwood when he surpassed Stanley’s record 
of 10 victories, and Stanley took a Moto-guzzi 
around in a lap time of 86mph as part of the 
Jubilee celebrations. Not bad for an “Oul fella” 
as he remarked himself.

The Club is privileged to have been associated 
with so great a man !

W.J.Ferguson

REar view continued

Alfie Carroll, Eric McCleery,  Billy Ferguson MBE., Herbie Heslip
Stanley Woods, David Coombs
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A40

For the major part of my working life I was 
Bursar in Belfast Royal Academy and the 
school vehicles were maintained by a small 
garage, just off the Oldpark Road Belfast 
under the ownership of a Mr Brush and Mr 
Corrin.   A number of teaching and non-
teaching staff regularly used the garage to 
have their vehicles serviced or other minor 
repairs undertaken.   It was a typical small 
business though it had some significant 
private and commercial clients. In 1993 on my 
way to work the back box of my exhaust fell 
off and I managed to reach school following 
a lot of “tin can “rattles.  I knew there was 
no way I could drive home and repair the 
exhaust myself so, I drove over to the Oldpark 
left the car with Bobby Brush who told me 
he would have it repaired by late afternoon.   
When I arrived to collect the car he was just 
finishing the job and I had a look around the 
garage.  In the corner were two vehicles with 
covers over them and I said to Bobby “what 
are these?” he replied “ they are both for 
sale though their owners are old ladies and 
don’t seem to be able to bring themselves 
to part with their treasures. He enquired 
if I was interested.   Removing the covers I 
liked both cars but knew I would be able to 
afford only one.    The cars in question were 
a beautiful Volkswagen Beetle and the Austin 
Farina.   There was an issue about the Beetle 
as the sale of this car was being handled by 
the owner’s son in London who had high 
unrealistic expectations about the value.
In the case of the A40 the problem was that 
the owner found it difficult to part with her 
“treasure”

Bobby Brush (the co-owner of the garage) 
suggested that if I was interested he would 

give me the old lady’s address and I could go 
and see her.  However, time did not permit me 
to visit the owner for a few weeks.  I eventually 
decided to phone her one lunch time and this 
was followed by a visit to her home.   She 
lived in a house on the Antrim Road and on 
ringing the door bell a lady in her eighties 
answered and I was invited in.  Her house 
was immaculate and she had on display the 
largest collection of brass ornaments I have 
ever seen.  I received the whole history of the 
car and how she and her sister had bought 
it to take their elderly mother out.  She 
explained that now in advanced years herself 
she reluctantly was going to have to” let the 
car go”. We agreed a price, I gave her a cheque 
and in return I was given the Tax Book and 
some other documents. I was thrilled when a 
week or so later, on the 18th May, 1993 I took 
the car, with 14,293 miles on the “clock” for 
MOT. I came away with the test certificate 
and proudly drove home to Hillsborough. 
The car has now covered 23,350 miles with 
only routine servicing, brake shoes and rear 
exhaust.  On the 11th August it went through 
the MOT with “flying colours” and the test 
centre staff  were amazed, some wondering 
what is was.
        
Over the years I have enjoyed the club runs 
and the occasional display and I am now 
looking forward to many more years  when, 
hopefully you will see the wee Columus Grey 
and Snowberry White “putt, putting” along.
John Miskelly

1962 AUSTIN A40 FARINA 948cc  991EZ 
HOW I ACCQUIRED MY COLUMUS GREY 
AND SNOWBWRRY WHITE A40.
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A40 Farina parts :- new ¼ panels, doors, and 
some s/hand spares including bumpers.

Selection of BMC/Leyland/Rover
spares some still in boxes.

Selection of new classic exhaust pipes/silencers.

 New door skin Rover 213 Hillman Imp/Chamois 
bumpers and engine gasket set.

Selection of handbooks/manuals for classic cars.

MG Midget 1968 front/rear bumpers, useable 
but require chroming to make good.

MG Midget 1968 seats black, require refurbish.

Austin Maxi doors and hatch/tailgate
used Pair of new sills genuine
Mercedes for 1984 280SL.

Selection of classic car radios/8 track /4 track 
etc. condition unknown

Contact Bill on 07720262530

Old black bicycle requires restoration, believed 
policeman’s type bicycle.

Set of alloy wheels and tyres 15 inch suit VW 
Polo/Seat etc.

Set of alloys to suit Audi 16 inch.

Large quantity of new exhaust pipes/silencers 
for 1980/90 cars, sell as 1 lot.

Air compressor upright with airline etc, suit 
home enthusiast, big tank.

1987 Honda 500 V4 in Honda colours, been in 
storage for past 10 years ,30,000 miles.

Contact Bill on 07720262530

1970 ROVER P6 AUTOMATIC IN ZIRCON BLUE
Waxoiled Tax exempt and MOT’d until June 2010

£1500 ono
Contact Michael on 07815435102 or 

90615779

1974 MG MIDGET
Taxed and MOT’d  Extensive rebuild a few years 

ago as detailed in March issue of
magazine or visit www.bovc.co.uk.  £3750

Contact Brendan on 90292938 or 
0772413347

1992 BMW 740 
Automatic 4 doorsaloon 3982 cc silver

1980/1 BMW 323
Automatic straight 6 cyl twin exhaust

1960/2 Wolseley 1500 for parts
1985 Montego 2.0 H L 

Contact RayConnolly on 07980 086980 

2003 LISAN 125CC MOTORCYCLE  £850
Contact Clarey on 07743684214

1983 MERCEDES 250 
LWB LIMO BLACK—MINT

1988 VAUXHALL LIMO WHITE

Tel Ronnie on 028 406 38006 or 
078336343204

PARTS FOR ROVER 2000 P6
2 No Fibre glass rear wings

P4 Haynes workshop manual

PARTS FOR TRIUMPH HERALD
New rear valance still in original primer
Rear valance and r/h sill in fibreglass

Off side rear quarter valance in good order
Wooden door cappings, Heater matrix

TOW BARS WITH ELECTRICS FOR
P6 R0VER  & MORRIS MARINA

Contact Michael on 07815435102
or 90615779

2.8 metres of beige head lining for a Jaguar
Series 2 but pretty universal, Brand new so in 

perfect condition  £20
Contact Richard Gregory Tel 028 9084 3034

ITalIan CaR paRTs
Huge range of genuine parts for Fiat-Lancia- Alfa 

Romeo for cars ranging from 1970 to 2005
phone Frank on 07761 102851 or

028 9365 1563 or Chris on 07763 374488

2 0ld fashioned petrol pumps from
late 1950’s early 1960’s

Need restored ( no globes ) £275 ono
phone Frank on 07761102851 0r 

02892651563
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1932  austin 7.
preferably in good condition but any

condition will be acceptable

phone stanley on 028 9265 1654

Wanted . rear left hand side window
for 1991 mini . It must have 2 hinges,

not the piano type

phone Ivan on 07703 192008

ClUB sHOp
FOR salE

New items bearing club crest

Wall plaques £15.00

Metal car badges £8.50

Club ties £5.00

Millers Oil at very keen price 
Millers 250ml VSP+

Unleaded additive £3.50

Millers 500ml Diesel
Power Plus £8.50

phone Reg Bell on 028 9756 1079 or 
07877 385835 or andrew Carson on 

028 9269 3756 or 07731 397338

CaR FROM aROUnd THE 1930’s OR 40’s

Anything suitable for restoration considered
Standard 10 pick up or companion estate

FOR STANDARD 10
Workshop manual , wheel brace/ jack handle, 

chrome grille bars, front & rear bumpers
Magnetic camber/castor gague

Contact Billy on 028 3887 1368

HaRd TOp FOR 1977 MGB ROadsTER.

Contact Michael on 07815435102
or  028 9061 5779

Wanted Tin of Original simoniz Hard
Wax polish - The old yellow tin stuff

Contact Michael on 07815435102
or  028 9061 5779



CLUB NIGHTS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Members are asked to make an effort to attend this very important meeting.

Come along and have your say - your ideas will be very welcome.

TUESDAy 27TH OCTOBER 2009

TUESDAy 24TH NOVEMBER 2009

ATTENTION ALL RALLy FANS
Do you remember the Lombard and Ulster , R.E.Hamilton Rally Team of the 1970’s

featuring Adrian Boyd and Beatty Crawford and the Ford Escort Twin Cam.
Our November Club Night will take the form of a chat show with Dr Beatty Crawford 
who went on to co-drive for several famous rally drivers including 5 world champions.

A very interesting night is promised. Make a note to be there on November 24th.

Ernie Cromie of the Ulster Aviation Society will give a talk on the importance of the 
airfields in Northern Ireland. When the UK declared war on Nazi Germany a decision 

that had far reaching consequences was taken in that at that time there were only three 
airfields but by the time the conflict ended there were twenty five. Ernie will explain 

how each of these played an important role in support of the RAF and US Army Air Force 
during the war, some being bases for the combatant squadrons and others in training, 

maintenance and storage of aircraft.
This should be a very interesting talk and your support would be much appreciated.

TUESDAy 29TH SEPTEMBER 2009

ATTENTION ALL JOEy DUNLOP FANS
Barry Simmons former Honda Team Manager has agreed to come to our January 

meeting. His vast experience with the Honda Team and then Norton as team manager 
has left him with a wealth of stories about Joey and Robert Dunlop and their exploits on 

and off the track. Come along and enjoy the craic.

TUESDAy 26TH JANUARy 2010

NO MEETING IN DECEMBER



Club dates for 2009

New members

IRISH VINTAGE
Ireland’s only Vintage Magazine...

www.irishvintagescene.ie
or call us on: 00353 91388805

Scene

Tuesday 29th September 2009 Ernie Cromie from Ulster Aviation Society

Tuesday 27th October 2009 Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 24th November 2009 Beatty Crawford

December NO MEETING

Tuesday 26th January  2010 Barry Simmons –Joey Dunlop

Welcome to the following new members,

Paul Jenkins Belfast 1981 Delorean

Joseph Granger Banbridge 1984  Ford Capri

Colin Bell Lisburn 1970 Rover P5B

Thomas T Johnston  1960 Austin Healey Sprite

Christopher Connolly Lurgan 1978 Fiat 131 Mirafiori L 
  1978 Fiat 131 Mirafiori Sport
  1982 Fiat Abarth Replica



223 Moira Road, Lisburn
Tel: 028 9262 1356

Mobile: 07802 361411

•  MOT  • Servicing  •  PSV  •
•  Clutch Fitting  •  Petrol or Diesel  •

38 Railway Road, Coleraine BT52 1PE
T: 028 7034 4321   F: 028 7035 1733

E: jcamins@netcomuk.co.uk  

CLASSIC INSURANCE
ON THE WEB

www.cccinsurance.co.uk

PALMER’S

Tel: 07843 3394792
Home: 028 9268 2462

PALMER’S

auto service

C PI
Crumlin Insurance Partnership

44 Main Street, Crumlin,
Co. Antrim, BT29 4UT

T: 028 9442 2880  F: 028 9442 2639
E: quote@crumlinip.co.uk

Website: www.crumlinip.co.uk

Mon-Fri
8.45-5.15

Saturday by
Appointment

Lithographic, Digital, 
Wide Format Printing

From paper to vinyl

© 2008 SPRBS

Opening Hours
Mon – Sat 9.00 am to 5.00pm

Thur and Fri to 10pm

HUMBLE PIE
COFFEE SHOP/BISTRO

20 Main Street, Hillsborough, Co Down

Telephone 028 9268 8688


