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                                          Club Contacts for 2007  
              President :- John Miskelly                        Vice President  :- Tony Gardiner   

Chairman :- Michael McKay 16, Hollymount, Finaghy. BT10 0GL   tel 028 90615779                           

Secretary  :-Sheila Adair53, Steps Road, Magheralin BT67 0QZtel 028  9261 1218   

 Treasurer  :- Reg Bell 59, Magherahamlet Rd, Ballynahinch  BT24 8JZ tel 028 9756 1079               

 Vice Chairman :- Ken McDevitt  39, Ardmore Park, Finaghy BT10 0JL tel 028 9061 5127  

Membership  :- Myreve  Chambers 102, Glendale Park, Belfast BT8 6HS tel 028 9070 1806  

Committee : -   John Miskelly,  Ken McDevitt,  Ivan Adair,  Harry Pepper, Samuel Spence,   

Sam Baird,  Brendan Mullan,  Tony Gardiner and Andrew Carson.  

 

AOVC Representatives : Sheila Adair, Samuel Spence & John Miskelly  

 

Website Ed itor  :-  Myreve Chambers  e -mail :- myrevechambers@freeuk.com  

 

Magazine Editors  :- Samuel Spence 1, Culcavey Road, Hillsborough. Co.Down BT26 6JD      

Tel: - 028 9268 8533  mob:- 077 8551 0376 e -mail:- 

 samuel@spences86.wanadoo.co.uk 
                             Harry Pepper 23, Richmond Heights, Banbridge. BT32 4HU  

  Tel : - 028 4062 3108  mob: -  077 8687 0759 e -mail:-   

harry.pepper@btopenworld.com  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                         A Thought for All members 
 

Are you an active member, the kind who would be missed. 

Or are you just content that your name is on the list? 

Do you attend the meetings and mingle with the throng, 

Do you take an active part and help the work along? 

Or are you simply satisfied to only just belong, 

Do you assist at meetings and help to make them tick 

Or leave the work to just a few ï then talk about the clique? 

Think about it member, for you know right from wrong . 

Are you an active member, or do you just belong 

mailto:myrevechambers@freeuk.com
mailto:samuel@spences86.wanadoo.co.uk
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Thanks to Sam Baird who supplied the cover photograph, as usual, an 

excellent piece of work.  

                     

                                      THE CHAIRMANõS PAGEs 
 
Unfortunately once again I have to start my column on a sad note. We were all 

saddened to hear of the death of a long time member  Ivan Adair who despite his long 

illness always took an active interest in the goings on in the club. Whenever possible 

he attended the runs accompanied by Sheila and his dog. To Sheila , Ruth and Kyle I 

wish to express my deepest sympathy on behalf of the officers and club members. 

The attendance by so many people in the old car movement at his funeral was a 

tribute to his popularity not only in the Banbridge Club but also throughout the whole 

movement. 

Yet another loyal member of the club passed away in August ,Johnston Clarke who 

was a committee member for many years served as secretary and treasurer,was an 

AOVC representative for this club as well as a director. To Johnstonôs family the 

Committee and members express their sincere sympathy at this time of sadness. 

I also wish to mention all those who are ill and wish them a speedy recovery. 

When this issue of the magazine appears through your post box the present motoring 

season will shortly be drawing to a close with our meetings once again returning to 

Banbridge Rugby Club.  I would encourage members to come along and support the 

committee as only with your involvement can the club flourish. 

 

Since the last magazine was published we have had our BBQ, a visit to Stormont and 

to the Rose Gardens at Lord and Lady Dixon Park. The third evening out was in the 

form of a treasure hunt organised by Harry & Margaret Pepper. All of these were 

well attended and I wish to thank the organisers and their helpers for making our 

summer meetings so enjoyable. Three runs also took place during this period and a 

word of thanks goes to the organisers for all their effort in making these possible. 

Reports can be found in the body of the magazine. 

Our final event is the End of Season Run which takes place on 29
th
 September 2007. 

A good attendance would end the season well. 

 

As this will be my last opportunity to write to you as Chairman I wish to thank all 

who have helped and given me their support over the past two years. 
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I also want to wish the new Chairman and Committee every success in the coming 

years. 

 

Michael McKay      Chairman   

 

 

 

 

SAMUEL IVAN ADAIR  

1953-2007 

 

It is with great sadness that I pen this obituary to a longstanding and true friend. 

I first met Ivan in 1974 and our long lasting friendship grew over the years. He was 

already married to Sheila, who supported him in his passion for old cars and, during 

his long illness, demonstrated her love for him with her devotion and dedicated care. 

They had two children ï Kyle born in 1974 and Ruth in 1978. His first grandchild 

Joshua, born in 2006, was his pride and joy. 

 

Ivan was born and spent all his life in the Moira/Lurgan area. He served his time as 

auto electrician in Turkingtons, Lurgan and then Lindsay Cars, Lisburn. 

After this he went into business with his brother Rodney and then opened his own 

motor accessory shop in Lisburn. However, he had to give this up due to ill health in 

1993. 

I first noticed his health problem in 1981, when during the Circuit of Ireland (we 

were spectators) I did all the driving. This was most unusual as he had a passion for 

fast cars and driving. 

 

Later that year he was diagnosed with FIBROMATOSIS, a rare brain tumour which 

affects only ten families in NI. He had two major operations to remove these tumours 

but unfortunately they continued to slowly grow and over the years they deeply 

affected his health leading to his complete loss of hearing. Although this was 

devastating he continued on with his dry sense of humour, his joke telling and his 

love of old cars. 

 

His health continued to deteriorate making getting out to events more difficult. 

Sheila, Kyle and Ruth all cared for Ivan during this time, however, on 7th June he 

lost his fight and passed away surrounded by his family. 

 

The size of his funeral showed the high esteem in which he was held by all who knew 

him. He is sadly missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him. 
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On behalf of Banbridge Old Vehicle Club, may I thank Ivan and Sheila for all the 

work they have done over the years and pass our sympathy to the family circle. 

Noel Crawford.  

 

 

 

 

JOHN JOHNSTON CLARKE  

1932 ï 2007 

Once again the club has suffered the loss of a respected senior member with the 

death, on 7
th
 August, of Johnston Clarke. 

 

 A big man with a big voice Johnston served the club in the office of Honorary 

Treasurer in 1986 and as Honorary Secretary from 1987 to 1990, always discharging 

these duties with meticulous accuracy. 

 

Born in 1932 Johnston joined the Royal Ulster Constabulary G.C. in 1953, serving in 

County Londonderry and Belfast, before settling in Banbridge with his wife Anne in 

1963. In 1999 he suffered a grievous from which he never fully recovered when 

Anne died unexpectedly, 

 

Johnston enjoyed his association with the old vehicle movement, and still owned two 

old vehicles at the time of his death. Apart from the Banbridge club he also had close 

associations with the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs (NI) Ltd, the Rathfriland club 

and organisation of the Annual Vintage Cavalcade in Waringstown. 

 

He leaves to mourn four lovely daughters Sylvia, Pat, Pamela and Sandra. To them 

and the wider family circle we extend heartfelt sympathy, he will be sadly missed. 

W J Ferguson  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A petition to try to persuade the Secretary of State for 

Northern Ireland to give exemption to organiz ers of Old 

Vehicle events in N Ireland for the need to  furnish an 11/1 

Form to the Parades Commission has been started on the 10 

Downing Street website. As a member of the old vehicle 

movement I would urge you to log onto  

http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/old vehicleruns/  and sign. It 

is important that we present a united front by getting as many 

signatures as possible on the petition to show the government 

that there is a great deal of opposition to the unnecessary 

paperwork presently required when organizing  an old vehicle 

event in Northern Ireland      
Deadline to sign up by: 06 January 2008  

http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/oldvehicleruns/
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Paul McCormick  came across this picture of Banbridge and has asked if anyone can 

put a date to it 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal balls-up 

 
On 17 August 1896, a 44 year-old mother-of- two Bridget Driscoll 

became the first person in the world to be killed by a moving car. She 

was killed in the grounds of Londonôs Crystal Palace by a car owned 

by Anglo-French Motor Carriage (Roger-Benz) Company that was 

being used to give demonstrations to the public. The driver Arthur 

Edsell, an employee of the company, had been only driving for three 

weeks and had tampered with the carôs drive beltôs causing it to go at 

twice the intended speed. 

At the time of the accident it was said the driver was distracted by the 

young lady passenger beside him. The police took no action. However 

at the inquest the Coroner said, I trust that this sort of nonsense must 

never happen again.  
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       Ford Thames 400E 
 
I had wanted a Ford Thames 400E 

dropside for many years, so when in 

August 2000 'HMV 750B' 

manufactured in 1964 came up for 

sale I could not resist buying it. 

The roof had rotted away from the 

main cab along the entire length of 

the driver's door and looked as 

though something heavy had fallen 

on it.  The gutter had disintegrated, 

floors and door bottoms were rotten, 

engine a non runner, it had four 

different colours of paint but hey the 

chassis and glass were good!  So I 

thought it deserved a chance to 

survive. 

The first challenge was to get it 

home - my mate Mervyn sorted 

that out. 

The next was the rot problem to 

which my brother Don did a 

fantastic job on fabricating and 

fitti ng new panels.  

 

 

Then spares were  

needed

 
 

 

 so I contacted Sandy Glen of the 

Ford 400E owners Club.  In my 

opinion a genuine enthusiast and 

no matter how often I phoned was 

always very willing to help.  As 

few parts were available here 

in Northern Ireland Sandy 

was my life line. Without this 

kind of help it would have 

been difficult if not 

impossible to have achieved 

what I think looks pretty 

good and is nice to drive. 

Making the drop side body 
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was the most rewarding part of 

the restoration. 
Billy Montgomery, (Northern 

Ireland)  

 

Ford/Thames Commercial Vehicles 

Ford produced a range of commercial vehicles starting with the Model TT in 1917. 

In 1931 production was transferred to a new factory on the banks of the River 

Thames at Dagenham. The Thames name was adopted to give the vans and trucks a 

distinct British identity by using the names Fordson and Fordson Thames models. 

From 1933 to 1939, these were badged as "Fordson"s, this changed to "Fordson 

Thames" until 1957 after which it became plain "Thames" until 1965. From 1965, 

they reverted to being called "Ford". After the closure of Trafford Park most of the 

larger commercials were built at Langley. The truck operation was sold to the Iveco 

group of Italy in 1986 and became Iveco Ford (48 % owned by Ford). The Langley 

plant closed in 1997. 
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I could not resist printing this photograph of a 1970 Mercedes 280SE bought 

by one of our club members recently. The SE with only 30,000 km on the 

clock has had a full roll cage fitted, together with rally seats, Roo bar, sump 

guard and has been mated with a 5 speed gearbox. All this work just to do 

the end of season run, what have Michael & Ken planned for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


