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In this edition magazine you will find articles relating to events which have taken place since
the last production. I would like to thank all those who have contributed in any way to this
magazine. You will find entry forms for runs taking place over the next five months. As I will be
on holiday at the end of May into June it would be appreciated if articles could be submitted
before the closing date of Wednesday 25th May 2016. Please keep the articles coming in.
Whilst the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club limited takes every care as to the accuracy of materials printed in this magazine,
it cannot accept any liability in respect of the same. Opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of
the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Limited.
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Welcome to spring. As we gear up for the start

Sadly,

of this, the 35th year of BOVC. We look forward
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to meeting you all on the runs and club nights.
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Your support is vital to the club so come along
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We had a great start to the year with John Lyons
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the committee. The hand of friendship
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with motor sport and has worked forA
a number has been offered
E and several of us have asked
B
of years on the Top Gear show with Clarkson him to reconsider but thus far he is sticking to
bring his son Robin along who is also involved

etc. I don’t know where Ken McDevitte finds

his guns. The vacancy will be filled at this year’s

these speakers but he does a cracking job.

AGM.

Unfortunately our February speaker had to

On a happier and more personal note, your

cancel. He has been diagnosed with Motor

chairman is now a GREAT grandfather. James

Neurone Disease and isn’t up to public speaking.

Danny born today ( 29th ) as I finish off these

We wish him well. Michael gave a slide show of

notes. At 9lb 9oz he’s gonna be a bruiser !!!

previous runs and displays. Thanks Michael at
short notice too.

Hope to see many of you around,

March club night see’s David Crawford telling

Richard Gregory Chairman

us about his connections with the Italian
motorcycle scene and April club night see’s
Denis and Jill Wilson telling of
Otheir experience
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in the ‘Road to Manderlay’ event in their
classic
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Volvo. I’m sure many of the wives will enjoy
this as Jill takes an active part in this and video
of their exploits will be shown.
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PRE CHRISTMAS WEEKEND
On
Friday
11th
December 2015 Thirty
loyal subjects met up
with our ‘Captain’ Ron
Burney for what has
become a wonderful
pre Christmas weekend
at
Kee’s
Hotel
Stranorlar Donegal.
We joined Ron who
patiently waited for
all of his flock and
his delightful guests
Andrena, Janenne and
Lorna christened ‘The
Vestal Virgins’ or ‘The
Three Muskateers’.
After everyone settled in, ‘suited and booted’ we joined in the Festive Gala dinner joined by Sammy,
Valerie and John F Magee from Donegal Vintage and Classic Club. After the fabulous meal there was
Entertainment of Irish dancing and merriment for some until the early hours of Saturday morning (as
they say ‘the craic’ was mighty).
On Saturday morning a hearty breakfast, roll call and head count by Mac we set off for Killybegs After
a light lunch we viewed an interesting film of how the famous Donegal Carpets are woven if anyone
wishes to place an order it would be most welcome, Valerie and I could step in to help complete it I don’t
think. While we were there
we learned that in their
weaving shed was the
worlds’ longest
loom
measuring 42 feet in width.
OLD
B When we had seen all of
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it we left to continue our
H I C LE C
route back to Stranorlar,
some folk going to Donegal
town to shop while around
15 stopped off at Biddy’s
country pub to warm our
toes at the large open
turf fire and partake in
consuming a few ‘hot
toddy’s on such a cold day.
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One by one returned
to Kee’s Hotel for our
evening meal, more
food and drink. Santa
arrived in the form of
Ronnie Bullick really
looking the part giving
all the ladies a present
generously provided
by Lady Jayne and
himself a very kind
couple indeed.
We had a christening
or a baptismal “Our
Child” Reg who loves
his eggs usually boiled
had them cracked/
anionted over his head
into a bowl poor chap.
After dinner we had an excellent rendition given by Andrena (Doris Day look alike) of James Young
her interpretation most professional, the laughter could be heard throughout the hotel. The evening
continued in the bar (where else) singing dancing until after midnight.
Sunday morning everyone chatted about how much they enjoyed the weekend, some went to church
while others relaxed in front of the large open fire waiting for yet again another round of food and mulled
wine fit for a king.
Finally
bringing
our
weekend to a close I
together with everyone
OLD
else would like to say
UB
L
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C
thank you to Ron Burney
E H LE
IC
for organising such a
wonderful weekend. A
good time was had by one
and all.
Next years date for
Donegal pre Christmas
weekend is 9th to 11th
December 2016. Put it in
your diary.
See you all there.
Alf and Mo Annesley

BRIDG
N
E
BA

CLASSIC CHARITY CAR SHOW, NEWCASTLE
JANUARY 2016
Once again another magnificent show
was held in the Slieve Donard Ballroom.
Martin Cromwell excelled himself
again with the selection of cars and
motorcycles on show.
Martin was very mindful of the group
of dedicated workers that arranged all
the cars and motorcycles in the best
presentable order for the public to
view. Bill Forsythe also played his part
keeping the public updated as the show
progressed.
A big thank you to Stephen Pollard, the
main sponsor for the show. Stephen
is the director and supplier of all Auto
Smart products and car treatments to
keep our cars in tip top condition. Other
sponsors were BOVC whose members supplied
a number of cars. It is impossible to mention
everyone that contributed to making this show so
successful so we can include everyone.
Among the cars of special interest was a 1932
Alfa Romeo from the Johnston Group, Raymond
and Olene Megaw brought along an immaculate
Rolls Royce from their collection in Rathfriland.
Jim Black produced a Rolls Royce rolling chassis,
no bodywork, which created a lot of interest as all
the working parts could be viewed. Wellsy Wells
displayed his Mini Pick up having used it himself
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at the start of his Building Contracting Business. A
Ford Cortina owned from new by the Newell family
and passed down through three generations was
on display by young William Newell.
It is impossible to list all the cars but we have
decided to list a few more.
Maurice Roddy a Renault Dauphine Gordini, Euan
O’Rourke a 1967 Fiat 850cc, Richard Bingham a
Ford Anglia convertible, Brian Grant a 1977 E Type
Jaguar, Alan Evans a Vauxhall Corsa America metal
flake paint finish. A 1933 Southern Cross Triumph
convertible with a V8 BMW engine, Andrew
Carson displayed a beautiful silver
Volkswagen GTI Golf.
At the back entrance to the ballroom
was a Ferguson TE 20 tractor which
had
Bbeen used to tow fighter jets
LU
VE
from the hangers to the runway
C
H I C LE
during the war years.
The spokesperson representing
Cancer Research NI a Mr Stanley
Tompkins thanked Martin and
his team for all the effort and
financial support over the years for
the cancer fund and hoped Martin
would continue with his god work
in the years ahead. A grand total
of £13000 will be presented to th
Cancer Fund at a later date.
DK

The Post Turkey Run
Once again the Christmas Season Post Turkey
Run was a well-attended and enjoyable event for
BOVC.
This hugely popular event attracted 34 cars
and 85 people including members, families and
friends.
As ever the event was superbly organised by Harry
and Margaret Pepper, Margaret even managed to
wrap lovely boxes of chocolates for all, despite a
broken arm, wrist and thumb.
We set off for our Mourne scenic drive after a
welcome coffee and scones in Belmont House
Hotel.
Our first stop was at Spelga Dam and as we were
in the lull between 2 storms the weather was
relatively kind to us. The views were spectacular
especially as one could really appreciate the force
and power of water as it poured over the top of
the spillway.
Our drive continued through the rolling countryside
of the lovely Annalong Valley to our lunch stop by
the harbour in Annalong. On the latter stage of our
drive we encountered some competition as 115
tractors and their enthusiasts young and old were
also enjoying a scenic drive and lunch in Annalong.
After a most enjoyable lunch in The Harbour Inn

‘Storm Frank’ began to give us a fantastic seascape
with powerful waves breaking over the harbour
walls. In fact one nearly thought we were out on
the Irish Sea.
Thanks to Sam Hamilton and his team we were
all able to enjoy a beautiful lunch which catered
for those who wanted even more Christmas fare
as well as for those of us who wanted something
completely different.
Marian McGreevy

MG OWNERS CLUB TABLE QUIZ JANUARY 2016
For yet another year Banbridge Old Vehicle Club entered a table of eight members for this very popular
quiz. Those taking part were Richard and
Wendy Gregory, Dennis and Iris Mitchell,
Myreve Chambers, Reg Bell, Martin Geary
and Michael McKay. In the early rounds we
were holding our own until the music and
soaps were the topics when we somewhat
fell apart, to put it mildly. In the latter
rounds our brains got into gear and our
points level increased and we eventually
came in a commendable seventh. At the
end of the evening a cheque for £1800 was
presented to the nominated charity, The
Friends of the Cancer Centre. Well done the
MG Club.
Michael McKay.

CLUB NIGHTS
MARCH CLUB NIGHT - TUESDAY 22ND MARCH 2016
A NIGHT FOR MOTORCYCLISTS IN THE CLUB
Our speaker for this meeting will be David Crawford who will gives us a talk on his experience of
Italian motorcycles and his close relationship with the Italians. He will bring along some of his
memorabilia for us to see.
Come along to Banbridge Rugby Club, Ardery’s Lane, Newry Road , Banbridge at 8pm
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THE ROAD TO MANDALAY DENIS & JILL WILSON
Jill and Denis are both accomplished public speakers. They recently took part in a 5000 mile drive
from SINGAPORE TO BURMA in an old Classic Volvo. They have an interesting and entertaining
story to tell of their adventures with the aid of visual presentation.
We would encourage everyone to attend and extend a special invitation to wives and ladies of the
Club as Jill tells about the trip from a womens point of view.
Admission is free. A basket will be at the door for contributions to Jill and Denis’s favourite
charity, HELPING HANDS –HEALING HEARTS. This is a charity helping disadvantaged children in
the Philippines.
Tea/Coffee and biscuits will be served at the end of the evening - Dennis &Iris Mitchell.

MAY CLUB NIGHT Tuesday 31st May 2016.
“A NIGHT AT THE FLICKS”
Come along and enjoy a night ofO
nostalgia in The Tudor Private Cinema. This popular little cinema
Bbe. There will be a cover
LDenjoy the “flicks” as they used
Uto
OLyou
is a “blast from the past” where
B
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Dcan
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EHof £5. LC
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VEcharge

H I CILCE

Meet at The Tudor Cinema, 18a Drumhirk Road, Comber, BT23 5LZ at 7.30pm
Further details from Ken McDevitte, 7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, BT27 4DA, 02892666401
or 07846332069

HERRON RUN 23rd APRIL 2016.

ELIGIBLE VEHICLES. Only those of 20 years or older.
STARTING POINT. We will assemble at Stacks Bistro, Antrim Line, off the
Sandyknowes Roundabout ( opposite the Montgomery Transport Depot ) from
9.30am where a cooked breakfast will be served (plenty of parking space).
ROUTE We will leave at 11.30am for a short run around the Antrim countryside
arriving at Antrim Castle Grounds at approx 12.30pm where we will park up together.
Those who wish can enjoy a visit to Antrim Town or enjoy a picnic. There is a coffee
shop on site for those who wish to use this facility.
At 2pm we will have a guided tour of the Castle Grounds, probably in three groups
depending on numbers, but three guides will be on duty.
On leaving we will have another short tour of the countryside ending up at the
Dunsilly Hotel for a 4 course dinner.
ENTRY FEE £20 per person, children £13
ORGANISER Richard Gregory, 54 Tudor Park, Newtownabbey, BT36 4FT
Email r.gregory243@btinternet .com or tel:- 90843034/07767882121
CLOSING DATE 16th April 2016
Please complete the bottom portion of this entry form and return it along with your
cheque made payable to Banbridge Old Vehicle Club to Richard Gregory.

HERRON RUN 23rd APRIL 2016

Name______________________ Address_____________________
Post Code________ Tel No._____________
Vehicle Details Make______________ Model_________Year_____ Reg No_______
MENU Vegetable Broth
______
Grilled Gammon with pineapple ______
Chicken Fillet
______
Pan fried salmon
____All served with potatoes and vegetables.
SWEET MENU Fresh Fruit Pavlova , fruit coulis and whipped cream _____
Hot Chocolate Fudge Cake with ice cream
_____
Cheesecake with fresh cream
_____
PLEASE ADVISE OF ANY DIETARY REQUIREMENTS Vegeterian option available
Please book me ____Adult Meals and____Child meals. Please indicate choices above.
I enclose a cheque for £ ___made payable to BOVC
PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO Richard Gregory, 54 Tudor Park, BT36 4FT

Declaration In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare that
during the whole period of the event my
entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid and is valid for an event such as this. I
confirm that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to
drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I therefore agree to abide by the regulations governing this event, with the directions
given by the appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising Committee on any matter.

SIGNED___________________ DATE____________
Organised under the authority of the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs in
Northern Ireland Ltd
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Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Ltd.
Presents
Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice
Classic Car Display
Sunday 24th April 2016
11am To 5pm
Warren Park Car Park

(opposite Lagan Valley Hospital A1 Hillsborough Road, Lisburn BT28 1JP)
All classic cars, rally cars, exotic cars, military
and commercial vehicles welcome
Donations in lieu of entry fee to NI Children’s Hospice
will be greatly appreciated.
Please send completed entry form as soon as possible to:Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount, Erinvale, Belfast, BT10 0GL
Tel: 028 9061 5779 or 07815435102 Email: classicmichael1@hotmail.co.uk
BOVC

ENTRY FORM

BOVC

Classic Car Display Sunday 24 April 2016
th

Name:_________________________Club:__________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________
Post Code:______________________Telephone Number:_____________
Make of Vehicle_________________Model:____________Year:_________
Registration. Number:___________________________________________
DECLARATION: In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part
in the above event I declare that during the whole period of the drive my entry will be covered by
insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm
that the driver(s) of any vehicles entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or
obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I further agree to abide by the
regulations governing the event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the
decision of the Organising Committee on any matter.
Date:
Signed:
ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLES CLUBS IN NORTHERN IREALND LTD
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KEN GEARY MEMORIAL RUN
SATURDAY 7TH MAY 2016
In memory of the late Ken Geary, a loyal club member, it as been decided that a
special run be organised as a tribute to his loyalty to the club
Eligible Vehicles Only those 20 years or older
STARTING POINT We will assemble at The Moody Boar Palace Stables Armagh (
Beside Armagh City Hotel ) at 10am for tea/coffee and scones..
ROUTE At 11am we will leave the palace grounds and head out into the Armagh
countryside with plenty to see along the way.
There will be a picnic stop ( don’t forget your picnic, sorry already forgot!). On our
onward journey we will make our way through the famous Armagh apple blossom
country finishing up at Tandragee Golf Club for our evening meal.
ENTRY FEE £20 PER PERSON, CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS £10
ORGANISERS Martin Geary and Ken McDevitte.Tel 07846332069
Cheques made payable to Banbridge Old Vehicle (BOVC) should be sent to Ken
McDevitte, 7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4DA before 29th April 2016.
Please complete the lower portion of this form and send it to Ken McDevitte.
KEN GEARY MEMORIAL RUN 7th May 2016.
Name_________________Address_______________________
Post Code____ Tel No_______________
Vehicle Details
Make___________Model______ Year___Reg No______
Menu
Starter Soup____ Melon___
Main Course Chicken and bacon ______ Savory Meat Carvery___
Cold Meat Salad_____ Battered Cod____ Kids Menu ____
Followed by tea or coffee.
Decalration In consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the
above event. I declare that during the whole period of the event my entry will be covered by insurance
as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm
that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or
obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I therefore agree to abide by the
regulations governing this event, with the directions given by the appointed marshals and with the
decision of the Organising Committee on any matter.
SIGNED___________________ DATE____________
Organised under the authority of the Association of Old Vehicle Clubs in Northern Ireland Ltd
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BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE

FRIDAY 3rd JUNE 2016
A PARADE OF OLD VEHICLES will take place from the car park of THE OUTLET, just off the A1
along a route around the old Banbridge 100 course into the town centre before finishing back at The Outlet
Centre, just off the A1 All types of “old” vehicles are welcome including motorcycles, commercials,
tractors and cars etc
ASSEMBLY AREA will be cordoned off from The Outlet main car park from mid afternoon to allow those
who wish to come early, to park and display their vehicles while they explore the many bargain designer
shops or perhaps have a meal in one of the restaurants within the Outlet complex.
THE PARADE will begin at 7.30 pm. It will take a route of around 5 miles for most vehicles to follow the
historic “Banbridge 100” road racing circuit of the 1920’s and 30’s and return to Banbridge town centre via
Jinglers Bridge and the cut and then to The Outlet
Tractors and slow vehicles will follow a shorter route through Banbridge Town Centre and back to the Outlet
Centre which will be about 3 miles long.
After the last 7 years of this event it has already grown to become one of the major annual happenings in our
calendar with in excess of 200 vehicles of all types last year, a truly great variety and atmosphere. If you
require any further information on the event or wish to help on the night feel free to contact the organisers
Dennis and Iris Mitchell, 3 Magees Road, Ballinderry, Lisburn, BT28 2JE, Tel- 02892651132 or
07761398535
ENTRY FEE £5 per person to include supper..
Please complete the entry form below and send this along with your cheque made payable to BOVC to the
organisers Dennis and Iris Mitchell, 3 Magees Road, Ballinderry Road, Lisburn, BT28 2JE
Cut here -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Cut here

BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE FRIDAY 3rd JUNE 2016.

Name ______________________________________Club_____________
Address______________________________ Post Code________ Tele No _____________________
Vehicle Details Make____________ Model__________ Year________ _Reg No_______________
Entry Fee £5.00 per person to include supper. Total £_________Payable to BOVC
DECLARATION in consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare that during the whole
period of the drive my entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is valid for an event such as this. I confirm that
the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from holding or obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class.
I further agree to abide by regulations governing the event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising
Committee on any matter.

.

SIGNED ___________________Date__________

ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLE CLUBS in Northern Ireland LTD
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BRONTE RUN

SATURDAY 11th June 2016..
ELIGIBLE VEHICLES Only those of 20 years or older
STARTING POINT We will meet at Magheralin Parish Church, 3 New Forge Road, Magheralin BT67
0QJ, off the A3 Belfast to Lurgan Road at 9.30am for tea, coffee and scones.
ROUTE At 10.30am we will leave for a short run to Lurgan where we will join the Castle Classic Club
annual Vintage Rally and static display in the grounds of the Historic Brownlow House ( Lurgan Castle )
Windsor Avenue Lurgan. Built in 1833 in an age of grandeur this imposing building with its lantern shaped
tower is situated a few minutes walk from the town centre and overlooking Lurgan Park and its wonderful
Lake. Two museums within Brownlow House illustrate its importance during two World Wars. At the
beginning of the First World War it was the local headquarters of the Royal Irish Rifels and the Royal Irish
Fusiliers and in World War 2 serves as American Headquarters for troops located in the vicinity. Free access
throughout this splendid building with its grand staircase and Octagon Room with its ornate plaster ceilings.
Guided tours are available and the Castle Café provides good home made affordable food within the building
( Bring a picnic if you like and some bread to feed the ducks in the Park )
ENTRY FEE

£8.00 per person includes admission to Lurgan Castle and Rally

ORGANISER Ken McDevitte, 7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4DA Tel:- 02892666401
Mobile :-07846332069
CLOSING DATE 4th June 2016.

Please complete the bottom portion of this entry form and return it along with your cheque made payable to
Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Ltd to Ken McDevitte

Bronte Run 11th June 2016.
Name _________________________________ Affiliated Club________________
Address ______________________________ Post code__________ Tel No _____________
Vehicle Details Make________________ Model ___________ Year______ Reg No_____________
Please book me ____ spaces @ £ 8.00 per person Total______
I enclose a cheque for £____ made payable to BOVC
Please return completed entry forms to Ken McDevitte,7 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, Lisburn, BT27 4DA

DECLARATION in consideration of this entry being accepted and my being permitted to take part in the above event. I declare
that during the whole period of the drive my entry will be covered by insurance as required by the relevant law applicable and is
valid for an event such as this. I confirm that the driver(s) of any vehicle entered holds or has held and is not disqualified from
holding or obtaining a licence to drive a vehicle of the appropriate class. I further agree to abide by regulations governing the
event, with the directions given by appointed marshals and with the decision of the Organising Committee on any matter.
.

SIGNED ___________________Date__________

ORGANISED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF OLD VEHICLE CLUBS in Northern Ireland LTD
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BOVC Memories

CLUB RUNS
HERRON RUN - 23RD APRIL 2016
We will assemble at Stacks Bistro, Antrim Line, off the Sandyknowes Roundabout at 9.30am where
a cooked breakfast will be served. From here we will travel to Antrim Castle Grounds where we wikl
explore the grounds and have a picnic lunch. After a guided tour of the Castle we will have another
short journey to the Dunsilly Hotel for our evening meal.
This event is being organised by Richard Gregort,54 Tudor Park, Newtownabbey, BT36 4FT
Tel-90843034 / 07767882121

BRIDG
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KEN GEARY MEMORIAL
RUN - 7THEMAY 2016
BA
This run is in memory of the late Ken Geary.

The starting point will be The Moody Boar Palace Stables, Armagh where we will assemble at 10am
for tea / coffee and scones.From here we will drive through the Armagh Countryside for a picnic
stop. From here we will drive to Tandragee Golf Club for a meal.
The organisers are Ken McDevitte ( 07846332069 ) and Martin Geary

OUTLET EVENT BANBRIDGE FRIDAY 3RD JUNE 2016
Our Annual Display and Cavalcade will take place at the Outlet Village Banbridge on Friday 3rd June
2016. Entrants can arrive from 5p.m. onwards. All Vehicles will be on display until approximately
7.30p.m. They will leave in a Cavalcade to drive through Banbridge town and do 1 lap of the old
Banbridge 100 road race circuit returning to the Outlet Village for refreshments.
All old vehicles are welcome, cars, vans, tractors and motor cycles etc. Last year we had in excess of
300 entrants This event is sponsored by Armagh Banbridge Craigavon Council
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Further details from Dennis
and Iris L
E on 02892651132
I C Mitchell
BRONTE RUN 11TH JUNE 2016

Magheralin Parish Church at 9.30am is the assembly point for this year’s Bronte Run. From here
we will drive the short distance to Lurgan Castle to join the Castle Classic Club’s Vintage Rally
Static Display. And visit the Historic Brownlow House, local headquarters of the Royal Irish Rifles
and Royal Irish Fusiliers during World War1 and for American Troops in World War 2.There are two
museums within the building representing these occupations. Free access to the Castle including
the Grand Staircase and Octagon Room is included, with guided tours available. The Castle Café
provides affordable home made food on the premises.
Further information from Ken McDevitte on 07846332069 or 02892666401
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Belated congratulations to Billy
and Olive Montgomery who
celebrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary on 8th December
2015.
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To Billy and Millicent Ferguson
who celebrated their 80th
birthdays in February 2016. A
large gathering of friends and
members of Banbridge Old
Vehicle Club joined them in
a Birthday Bash at Banbridge
Rugby club to celebrate this very
momentus occasion.

January 2016 Club Night
Ken Mc Devitte had the pleasure of
interviewing well known Autocross/
Autotest/and Rally Driver John Lyons from
Drumbo at our January Club Night. A very
large turn out of members and friends
enjoyed Kens knowledge and information of
our well known personalities of motor sport
in Northern Ireland. He began confirming
that John had been born at Castlederg in Co.
Tyrone and son of the Local Quarry owner
at Cappagh. He was educated at Edwards
Primary School and was always mad about
Cars. Every day after school he was up at the
Quarry learning to drive Dumpers,Diggers,
Lorries and anything with wheels. This did not
Morris Minor 1000pickup which he used to drive
please Mum as his education was being neglected about in the farm.
so Mum had him packed off to Boarding school at John left school and started work as a Junior
Dungannon Royal College. During his time there Official in the Ulster Bank in Clogher Co,Tyrone in
he made a few friends and this was the start of 1967 and still continued his Autocross in the pickup
his Entrepreneurship and Motor Car ownership. and in 1968 won the Northern Ireland Autocross
The school was getting a New Wing built and the Championship. In 1969 John started AUTOESTS in
old building had to be demolished, it had a lot a Wolsey Hornet and then bought a 1967 Cooper
of Lead Flashing on the roof and Valleys. So John S and won the British Autotest Championship in
and his 2 friend decided that they would help the 1970. During that year John was coming out of
Contractor and removed the lead for him and sell Omagh one night and met an ARMY CONVOY
it themselves. This they did, hid the lead, and then and was involved in a very serious crash with one
one Saturday morning hired 3 local taxis to take of the vehicles and was in Musgrave Hospital in a
the lead to a local dealer who gave them £60-00 Plaster Cast from his neck to his feet for 18 months
for the lead. They felt like Millionaires and although with severe injuries. He only had his arms and feet
only 15 years old at the time John bought his first free and was able to move them and he knew he
car a Morris 8 Series E for £11-00. With no driving would be able to continue his Driving career. While
licience, insurance or anything. He drove the car to he was in Hospital his Bank wages were still being
school and hid it behind the Cricket shed. During paid so he ordered a brand new Mini Copper S.
OLtoDthe school On leaving hospital
B John made good recovery
the week he concocted a letter
LU
VE
Secretary requesting permission to go home
at the and returned
C
to work and Auototesting . In 1973
E
Lwon
weekend, this was granted by the Head. On H
theI C
he
the
Irish
Auototest Championship in his
Othe
Bdriving a 1973 Mini Clubman
Saturday John headed for home in
MORRIS 8 COOPER S. iN 1974
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and all was going well until the car began to
EH GT heLWon
the British Autotest Championship, The
C E Ireland
up and John stopped at a house to get water. His ill INorthern
Autotest Championship,also the
spent youth began to shine and he asked the lady Irish Auototest Championship making him the First
of the house for some hot water to put into the Person to win all titles in the same year. Because
boiling radiator to stop the head cracking and also of this achievement he was awarded the Northern
for an egg in case their was a leak in the Radiator. Ireland Motorsport Personality by A.N.I.C.C. In 1975
All this from a young boy of 15, he got home safely he competed only the Northern Ireland Autotest
and his parents were shocked but delighted to seen Championship and won it. He decided at this point
him. They asked him how he got home and when that it was time to retire from Autotesting.
they heard his story they were not too pleased, but In 1976 John sold his everyday car and bought a
things calmed down and was allowed to keep the BMW 2002 Tii and decided to start Rallying. The
car. John started Autocross in 1966 in his fathers
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car was basically standard and with his Autotest wheel drive Lancia Delta for the Irish Tarmac
experience and a few good friends in the right Championship in Group N which he won. 1988 he
places he obtained his International Competition started with Lancia and again won the Irish Tarmac
Licence. HE entered the Circuit of Ireland and International Championship, along with many other
finished 10th overall and 2nd in Class B. In 1977 he top 10 results in all International Rallies, including
obtained an ex.Ronnie Mc Cartney Triumph 2.5psi 3rd overall Galway Rally 8th overall Circiut of
and also a Peugot 104zs and competed in many Ireland, and 3rd overall in the Donegal Rally. He
small Rallies with a few close wins and some non- decided at this stage that it was time to retire and
finishes. He also had a run in an ex.Andy Dawson had discussion with Lancia. They had prepared a
works Datsun Violet GP2 which let him see how the New Lancia Integralle for him for the 1980 season,
top Drivers are catered for.
but respected his decision to retire and also what
In 1978 he bought an ex.Tony Pond RS 2000 and he had done for the Make and presented the car to
finished 11th overall and 2nd in Group 1 of the him in appreciation of his services.
Circuit of Ireland ,the Galway Rally 7th overall and As I stated earlier John began his career in Banking
1st in Group1, the Donegal Rally 7th overall and and is married to his wife Wendy they have 2
2nd in Group1,the Ulster Rally 5th overall and 1st children Robin and Hollie.
in Group1, all these results were made possible with Work in the Ulster Bank saw him start off as
the full sponsorship he received from Downtown Junior clerk in Clogher, but like his rally career he
Radio This success continued in 1979 with 8th. wanted to progress so he took time out to study
overall and 2nd in Group1 of the Circiut of Ireland for his Diploma in Banking and Finance. He not
,Donegal Rally 3rd overall and 1st in Group1, Ulster only passed the exams but came first in Ireland.
Rally1st in Group 1. In the Cork Rally finished 1st His career saw him work as a Cashier, Managers
in Group 1,and finished off the year 1st overall in Clerk, Assistant Manager in many banks, including
Group1 of the Irish Tarmac championship. This Omagh,Limavady, Lisnaskea,and Portadown. In
particular car is now owned by Norman Harvey 1989 he was appointed Manager of Dunmurry,
and was displayed outside the RUGBY CLUB on the then Newtownards and Manager of Head Office
Night, a very thought full gesture by Norman.
in Belfast in 1999. He was then appointed Area
In 1980 John obtained a works drive in Polski Manager of Northern Ireland in 2000 and finally
Polonez F.S.O. He was taken over to Poland to the retiring as Head of Business Develoment, before
factory and works test track were he competed retiring in 2009 after 42 years service.
against thei test drivers and beat them. He advised John was accompanied by his son Robin and Ken
them that this was not competitive against the introduced him to the members, stating that Robin
opposite as its was too heavy and poor suspension was following in his Fathers footsteps and started
set up. However he competed in the Polish driving in Autotests. Robins Mini is a lot different
European rally, The Isle of Man Rally, and the R.A.C. to that of his Father being constructed mostly of
OLdrive
B weight and has only 1st,2nd
Rally. Also that year he got a Works
toU
reduce
D inVan Opel fibre glass L
C
Kadett and won several small rallies in Group
2.
,
and
reverse
gears.
Robin has picked up his dads
E H LE
In 1981 and 1982 he was 1st overall in Group 4 in aI C
driving ability in that he is at present leading the
Ford Escort in the Donegal International Rally.
Northern Ireland Championship and 2nd in the
In 1983/1984 he was involved with the Peugeot Irish Championship.
Works Team helping development with the His driving ability has caught the eye of the
PEUGOT 205 GTI which he thinks is the best Producers of the Popular TOP GEAR programme
balanced small car ever built and everybody should and he is a member of the Top Gear Driving Team
try to own one
travelling round the world doing all the stunt and
In 1985 he helped develop the Works Honda CRX exhibition Driving at the various events along with
and Civic cars and had Class 4 wins in the Circuit of Jeremy Clarkson and his Team. This brought a very
Ireland, Donegal, and Cork International Rallies. In fitting end to a very enjoyable evening.
1986 he had 4 more wins in the Honda Civic and
was invited to spend 3 weeks in the Honda Factory Harry Pepper.
at Mugan Japan as their special guest.
1987 saw him have a full Works Drive in a 4
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1970 Rover 2000 P6 Automatic,
Zircon Blue. MoT’d to August 2015 Tax Free
£1100 open to offers

Cellulose Paint
1 litre Wedgewood Blue. £25 ono
Contact Michael on 07815435102

Contact Michael on 07815435102
Rover P6 –
1965 HILLMAN MINX, WILLOW GREEN

two fibre glass rear wings £60 ono

GOOD RUNNING ORDER.
TAX EXEMPT. MOTd TILL 3rd JUNE 2016.
PRICE £ 3750 O.N.O.

Contact Michael on 07815435102

BRIDG
N
CONTACT MICHAEL ON 07815435102
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1965 ROVER P4 100—GREY
CLUB SHOP - FOR SALE

Wall plaques
Millers Oil at very keen price
Millers 250ml VSP+ Power Plus
Treats 40l Petrol

£16.50
£6.00

Phone Reg Bell on 028 9756 1079 or
07880 636661
CLUB CLOTHING
We now have a range of clothing in Navy
Blue with the Club Badge.
Polo Shirts

New brake servo,exhaust manifold, good tyres,
recent respray, good upholstery, some spare
parts. £4500 open to offers
Contact Michael on 07815435102

2003 ROVER 25,
45000 MILES on the clock, good going/driving
car. New oil filter and plugs. £700 ono
Contact Artie on 90749315

£10 or £12
depending on style
TO LET
Sweatshirts
£15.00
O
B
L
UCC Fleece
£16.00
U
DV
SECURE
VEHICLE STORAGE
CLTOCLASSIC
Regatta Fleece
£20.00E H
E
AVAILABLE
LET IN THE HILLSBOROUGH /
L
I
C
Regatta Waterproof Jackets,
DROMORE AREA CONVENIENT TO A1
fleece lined & built in hood.
£40.00
Grey Short Sleeved Shirt
CONTACT BILL ON 07720262530
with Breast pocket & Club Badge. £20.00
All BOVC clothing available in other
colours on request.
New Car Badge £20
These are obtainable from Richard Gregory
who can be contacted on 02890843034 or
07767882121
or at r.gregory243@btinternet.com

MARIE CURIE
COLLECTION
At lunch on the Sunday Ron Burney
arranged a collection on behalf of this
very worthwhile charity. As a result of
this a cheque for £300 was presented
to Anne Hannon Fund Raiser for Marie
Curie by Ronnie’s two grand daughters
Zara and Savanna Keatings. Well done
Ronnie.
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Michael McKay
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Track control arms for Mk 2 Cortina,
both sides, also any other Cortina spares
Contact Bill on 07720262530
Mk2 Granada wheels,
any type even Mk3 wheels but prefer TRX
metric or tyres to suit. Would consider
complete car for spares.
Contact Bill on 07720262530
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Wheel centres for Ford Cortina 1600e,
Rostyles
Or any Mk2 Cortina spares considered.
Contact Bill on 07720262530

N.I. CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
CLASSIC CAR DISPLAY.

R
NB IDGE
A
B
Sunday 24th April 2016 is the date for our annual BOVC Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice Classic Car
Display at Lisburn Leisure Plex Warren Park opposite the Lagan Valley Hospital on the A1 Hillsborough
Road, Lisburn BT28 1JP.
Up to 200 vehicles are expected to assemble from11am onwards. A vast selection of cars manufactured
during the last 100 years will be on show .Everything from a Model T Ford, A Rolls Royce, Bentley, Jaguar,
Mercedes and other luxury cars. We hope to have every British make represented together with Alfa
Romeo, BMW, Volvo, Citroen etc. Sports cars and exotic cars such as Lotus, Aston Martin, Ferrari, Porsche,
Triumph, M.G. will be seen as well as Rally Cars.
No minimum age applies and we are encouraging owners of exotic and competition cars to join our
normal Vintage and Classic Cars for the display.
The only requirement for this display is that everyone supports
the Northern Ireland Children’s Hospice.
DONATIONS TO N.I. CHILDREN’S HOSPICE
( will be greatly appreciated )
Please send your completed entry form to:Michael McKay, 16 Hollymount,
OL
Finaghy Road South, BT10 0GL. D V
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Club dates for 2016
22nd March
23rd April
24th April
26th April
7th May
31st May
3rd June
11th June
28th June
2nd July
26th July
6th August
30th August
4th to 7th SEPTEMBER
17th September
27th September
25th October
29th November
27th December

Club Night David Crawford – Italian Motorcycles
Heron Run – Antrim Castle Visit
Hospice Classic Display—Warren Park, Lisburn
Club Night Dennis Wilson—“Road to Manderlay”
Ken Geary Memorial Run
Club Night Tudor Cinema Comber
Outlet Display and Banbridge Cavalcade
Bronte Run Lurgan Park Castle Classic Club Vintage Rally
Club Night
T.T. Run
Club Night
Stanley Woods Run
Club Night
BOVC 35TH ANNIVERSARY TRIP TO TH E I.O. MAN
End of Season Run
Club Night
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Club Night
Christmas Run
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other dates for 2016
26 and 27th March
Belfast City Hall Classic Car Display BOVC
17th April
AOVC Run
O
28th May
Magheragall Vintage Fair B
LD
LU
VEClassic Show
11th June
Lurgan
H I C LE C
18th June
Kilbroney Classic Show
19th June
Mountstewart Father’s Day classic Show
24th June
Waringstown Classic Cavalcade

NEW MEMBERS Welcome to the following new member
Harold Truesdale

Rathfriland

1987 Rover 213

We look forward to you joining us in the activities of the club

• MOT • Servicing • PSV •
• Clutch Fitting • Petrol or Diesel •

223 Moira Road, Lisburn
Tel: 028 9262 1356
Mobile: 07802 361411

Lithographic, Digital,
Wide Format Printing

CIP

Crumlin Insurance Partnership
Website: www.crumlinip.co.uk

From paper to vinyl

44 Main Street, Crumlin,
Co. Antrim, BT29 4UT
T: 028 9442 2880 F: 028 9442 2639
E: quote@crumlinip.co.uk

J. G. BULLICK

(est. 1928)

MEMBERS N.A.F.D. & B.I.E
& FPT(NI)
QUALIFIED FUNERAL DIRECTORS
CLASSIC WEDDING LIMOUSINES
AND LUXURY COACH HIRE
DISCREET & PERSONAL SERVICE
RING Ronnie 24/7
RATHFRILAND 028 406 38006 / 30260
BANBRIDGE 028 406 25860
MOBILE 078 36 34 32 04

www.rjgbullick.co.uk
© 2016 SPRBS

