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EDITORS COLUMN
As this is the third year that I have edited the magazine  2011/12 will be my last year for production of 
the magazine I would like to thank all those who submitted reports on the various events and articles of 
interest. I would like to thank Ken McDevitte for the diligent way he proof read the magazine before it 
went to print and the staff of Sam Robinson Printers for all their help in meeting deadlines for delivery.

Deadline for the receipt of articles for the next edition of the magazine is 22nd November 2011.

Whilst the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club limited takes every care as to the accuracy of materials 
printed in this magazine, it cannot accept any liability in respect of the same. Opinions 
expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Limited.
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How time flies in the summer!  September is here 
again—the days are getting shorter—the kids are 
back to school and the heating is switched on again. 
Where has the summer gone?
This years summer events have been very well 
supported and most were blessed with good 
weather to add to our enjoyment. By popular 
demand our last run takes us around Strangford 
Lough via Whiterock, Strangford, Ardglass and Tyrella 
before our evening meal in Spa Golf Club. I hope you 
will come and join us for our last outing this year.
Since our last magazine we have held the Banbridge 
Cavalcade—the most successful yet. Our Bronte Run 
revisited the route of the early runs of thirty years 
ago. Our visit to Kenny McKinstrey’s Motorsport 
Centre provided us with a whole new insite to car 
preparation and Subaru World Rally cars. The T.T. 
Run in July took us to the beautiful Islandmagee 
and after ice cream at the Rinka, we took a ride 
on a steam train at Whitehead before our evening 
meal—what a nice finish to our day!
Our Annual visit to Lady Dixon park was held in 
bright sunshine and proved very enjoyable for the 
large number of people who attended. The Stanley 
Woods run in August made the short journey from 
Scrabo Garden Centre to the quaint little village of 
Greyabbey for the Annual Vintage Show. On August 
30th we visited the George Best City Airport for a 
guided tour of the Fire Station, Maintenance Dept 
and site management of this wonderful facility—
how enlightening! and what a privilege to see it 
from within.
By the time you read this our 30th Anniversary 
Weekend in Donegal will have taken place and our 
winter programme will be in full swing with Robin 
Allingham as our guest speaker at our September 
27th club night. Our Annual General Meeting takes 
place on Tuesday 25th October in Banbridge Rugby 

Club at 8.00pm. 
this the most 
important meeting 
of the year and is 
your opportunity 
to elect the new 
committee for 2012 
or volunteer  your 
assistance. Your 
suggestions and 
contribution will be welcomed by all.
Our BOVC magazine which we all look forward 
to and read with interest, has been produced by 
Michael McKay for the last three years. I wish to 
thank Michael sincerely for his dedication and 
professionalism in producing a magazine of such 
quality which we all avidly read and enjoy. Please 
send Michael your stories and social snippets for 
further publications.
As I come to the end of my fourth and final year 
as Chairman I wish to express my thanks and 
appreciation to the committee of the BOVC and 
all those who organised events or helped the club 
in any way. I hope all who have attended and 
supported the club events have enjoyed them. To 
the many new members this year, I welcome you 
all and urge you to join in the club activities, make 
yourselves known to others, get involved and enjoy 
the friendship of the other club members. To all who 
are ill in hospital or at home I wish you a speedy 
recovery to full health again.
Finally I would like to pass on my good wishes to the 
new chairman and committee and wish Banbridge 
Old Vehicle Club every success in the coming years.

Happy Motoring.
Ken	McDevitte, Chairman

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

This will take place at Banbridge Rugby Club, Ardery’s Lane, NewryRoad, Banbridge on Tuesday 25th 
October 2011 at 8pm. All members are requested to attend this important meeting when your 
committee for the incoming year will be appointed.
Your attendance and involvement in the running of the club would be much appreciated.
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BANBRIDGEWarm weather and bright sunshine on Friday 
3rd June were ideal for the 5th annual BOVC 
Banbridge Cavalcade. From 5 o’clock onwards cars 
began to arrive at the Outlet Village for a static 
display. After parking, drivers were directed to the 
Outlet welcome centre to sign in and receive their 
goodie bag from a BOVC “Dolly bird”!!

Huge crowds of spectators and enthusiasts 
gathered to admire and enjoy the wonderful 
display of beautifully prepared vehicles. More than 
150 cars were displayed along with motorcycles, 
tractors, lorries, a military vehicle and the RAF 
Cadets with their Dehavilland cockpit and nose. 
Everything you could imagine from the little three 
wheeled Bond Bug to the big lorries, one of which 
was carrying 8 wooden Bushmills whiskey barrels.

The Chairperson of Banbridge District Council, 
Mrs Joan Baird, ably driven by the event organiser 
Harry Pepper, in his beautiful Mercedes Sports car 
led the cavalcade of old vehicles along the route of 
the old “Banbridge 100” motorcycle race course. 
Raymond Megaw’s 1914 Model T Ford was next 
followed by a little 1932 Austin Seven Ulster, an 
MGB sports car, Jaguar E Type sports car, a Ford 
Anglia, a Triumph Spitfire, a Morris Mini and over 
100 other vehicles were greeted along the route 
by spectators of all ages clapping and cheering. 
The parade returned through Banbridge Town 
finishing at the Outlet Village with tea/coffee 
and sandwiches etc at the “Streat”Restaurant 
and plenty of craic. After a welcome from the 
BOVC Chairman, Mrs Joan Baird of Banbridge 
District Council made a short speech in support 
of this annual event which brings pleasure and 

happiness to all the community. Mr Chris Nelmes, 
Manager of the Outlet Village thanked all those 
who participated and presented a trophy to Colin 
Lindsay with his Triumph GT6.

Our congratulations and thanks to Harry Pepper 
and his organising committee, the BOVC welcome 
centre ladies, the marshalls, the police, Banbridge 
Council, The Outlet Village Management, 
Autoglym, The Streat  restaurant and all those 
who helped with parking etc. This was another 
wonderfully successful Cavalcade Event.
It gets better every year.

Ken McDevitte  

BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE 2011
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BANBRIDGE CAVALCADE

I would like on behalf of Margaret and myself to 
take this opportunity to thank Denis Mitchell and 
Reg Bell for completing the organisation of the 
above event, due to Margaret’s health problem. 
Unfortunately for Margaret her By- pass operation 
has not yet happened, and I was able to take part in 
the pre-event meetings and attend the cavalcade.

We would also like to thank the following people 
who helped with the organisation to make the 
event the success it was. The signing on team, Iris 
Mitchell, Myreve Chambers, Debbie Dornan, Sheila 
Adair, Georgina Kinkaid and Maureen Bowman, 
The Marshalls, Ken Geary, David Kinkaid, Ken 
McDevitte, Andy Carson, Andy Dornan, Dennis 
Mitchell, Arty O’Neill, Stanley Bowman, Reg Bell 
and Alf Annesley.
The Car Display Members, Aileen Bell for her 
beautiful XJ6 Jaguar which was admired by people 
from as far away as Galway, Laurence Bell for his 
concours Dolomite Sprint and Maureen and Alf 
Annesley for their Ford Capri which everyhouse, 
must now have a family member photographed 
beside it. We are deeply grateful to them for 
allowing us to display their cars all week leading up 
to the event, Banbridge District Council for all their 
help and co – operation from Council Chairperson 
Joan Baird, Event Organiser Sandra Parker and 
Marion Mitchell, Community & Enterprise 
Department. The Outlet Village Staff for the 
use of their wonderful facilities for an event like 
this, Chris Nelmes, Manager, Siobhan McKeown, 
Contracts Manager, Pauline Tipping, Tenants 
Liaison Executive, Elizabeth Linden, Operations 
Manager and GS Security Manager Tracey Irvine 

and staff.  The Streat Restaurant and staff ably 
led by the proprietor Jason Cowden who provided 
the entire gathering with a beautiful and welcome 
supper at the end of the evening.

The weather turned up trumps and we had 
an entry of over 156 cars, tractors, lorries and 
motorbikes which is the largest entry to date. With 
the Rugby Club not being available to us on our 
date, switching the whole event to the Outlet 
Village proved a blessing in disguise. With the 
Streat Restaurant on board they were able to cope 
with the large number of entrants who turned up 
on the night. Otherwise if we had been down at 
the Rugby Club we would have been embarrassed 
by running out of food.
The Outlet Management provided us with 
Security, Signing on Facilities and a New Perpetual 
Trophy presented by the Manager for the cars of 
his choice. As you have read this it is becoming 
one of our main events of the year and that it now 
takes an entire team of people to see this happen. 
It was a great pleasure to see and work with so 
many Club Members who along with the many 
entrants all helped to make it a memorable event.

We have such a large club membership and as 
many members do not take part in many of the 
club runs and outings, the Sprucefield Classic Car 
Display and the Cavalcade are two great events 
where all members could help out and socialise 
with other members.
Many thanks to all.

Harry and Margaret Pepper

3RD JUNE 2011, THE OUTLET VILLAGE

A BIG THANK YOU
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On Saturday 4th June, thirty four cars assembled 
at Bannside Presbyterian Church in Banbridge.  Tea 
and scones were served in the church hall and 
a short talk was delivered on the history of the 
Bronte family.

The weather was warm and pleasant as we 
departed on our route through the picturesque 
County Down countryside.  After passing 
Magherally Old Church we continued along quiet 
country roads to the Bronte Homeland Centre at 
Drumballyroney.  In the church and small museum 
we were able to learn of the history of the Bronte 
family.  Our route continued past other reminders 
of the Bronte family including Alice McClorey’s 
cottage and the birthplace of Patrick Bronte.

With the fine weather we were able to enjoy 
beautiful views over the Mourne Mountains as we 
passed through Rathfriland, Killcoo and Bryansford 
before arriving in Newcastle for our picnic lunch.  
Many members enjoyed a leisurely stroll through 
Newcastle and along the seafront promenade.

Leaving Newcastle in the late afternoon we 
travelled past Spelga Dam and through Hilltown 
before arriving in Newry.  Our route ended at the 
Mourne Country Hotel where an excellent evening 
meal was served.  Thanks to Andrew and Audrey 
Carson for organising a most enjoyable day.  We 
look forward to the next club outing.

Mark Bridgham

Bronte Run
Saturday 4th June 2011



T.T. Run

Logwood Garden Centre near Ballyclare was the 
meeting place for our Annual T.T.Run in July. While 
some were having tea and coffee others browsed 
around the plants and shrubs on display before a 
“pep “talk from Dennis signalled the start of our 
Saturday run.
The large BOVC convoy of 36 cars and occupants 
set off towards Larne turning right at Ballynure 
through the countryside towards the village of 
Glenoe and on to Balycarry where we followed the 
sign for Islandmagee. Our tour of the island was 
to take us clockwise along the scenic costal route 
with many spectacular views. As the Low Road 
climbed overlooking the coast, past the church and 
graveyard, we turned left down the “corkscrew” 
into the beautiful hamlet of Mill Bay. A few miles 
further on we passed Ballylumford Power Station, 
one of the largest in the country. The beautiful 
beach at Brown’s Bay was the scene from our 
picnic lunch stop in the vast car and caravan park.
From there we followed the Scenic Route along the 
Gobbins Road overlooking the North Channel with 
wonderful sea views, until arriving at the Rinka to 
sample their exquisite selection of home made ice 
cream in a dozen different flavours. 
After a short drive our convoy arrived at the 
Railway Preservation Society’s Premises at 
Whitehead. While some boarded the train for 
a short trip, others took a guided tour of the 

workshops where we were shown the extensive 
amount of engineering work to locomotives and 
carriages, carried out by volunteer enthusiasts, to 
keep steam trains running for the public to enjoy.
The visit was followed by a meal in the nearby 
Whitehead Golf Club overlooking Blackhead 
Lighthouse and Belfast Lough with Bangor, Cultra 
and Holywood in the distance.
The Perpetual Trophy for the Chef’s choice of 
classic car was presented to Reg Bell. This was a 
plastic bucket and spade which Reg promised to 
take with him the next time he goes on a months 
holiday—to Brown’s Bay.
Congratulations and many thanks to Andy and 
Debbie Dornan and Dennis and Iris Mitchell for 
organising a most enjoyable day for us all.

Ken McDevitte

Saturday 16th July 2011.
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On Saturday 13th  August Banbridge Old Vehicle 
Club went to the Annual Agricultural Working 
Festival at Greyabbey Estate. The Club met at 
Scrabo Garden Centre for morning coffee and 
scones.  Among the first to arrive were long 
standing members of the club Graham and May 
Greer in their PRE-SELECTOR GEARBOX DAIMLER 
CONQUEST.

At approximately 10.30 we took a leisurely drive 
along the shores of Strangford Lough to the 
picturesque Village of Greyabbey and into the 
Rosemount  Estate, owned and lived in by the 
Montgomery family. Thanks to the hard work 
and organisational skills of our Treasurer Reg Bell 
access to our Display area went very smoothly 
without any queuing or hold ups. This 40th 
anniversary event was organised by the COUNTY 

DOWN TRACTION ENGINE CLUB.  415 entrants 
participated at Rosemount Estate and the displays 
ranged from Classic Cars, Tractors, Commercial 
Vehicles, Motor Cycles and Stationary Engines. 
There were a very large number of  Stalls to walk 
round.  These included the usual autojumble 
stalls and a large number of stalls suitable for 
the ladies of the club i.e. jewellery, craft displays, 
household goods and cookery demonstrations.  
Other attractions were thrashing demonstrations, 
grain cutting, potato digging and gathering, tractor 
pulling, and live music entertainment. The weather 
for the most part was favourable ensuring that the 
walking surfaces were dry providing easy access to 
all the stalls etc. A big thanks to Reg Bell who  on 
his own put a lot of time and work into ensuring 
this was a pleasant and well organised club event.
DENNIS MITCHELL      

Stanley woods run

It was with regret that I learnt of the death of Ron 
Hickman recorded in a recent issue of Classic and 
Sports Car magazine. Some Club Members may 
wonder who he was!  He was a resident of Jersey, 
Channel Islands. For many years our family have 
holidayed on the Island and each Sunday during 
the season many distinguished residents open 
their homes and gardens for charitable purposes.  
Some years ago we visited the home of Ron 
Hickman and his wife and it was “eye opening” 
on two accounts. Firstly, the house and gardens, 
secondly the cars.

Ron was born in South Africa and on arrival in England in 1955 to pursue his first love of car designing. 
He talked his way into a job as a model maker at Ford and was later promoted to be a stylist.  A chance 
meeting with Colin Chapman led to his eventually becoming Design Director of Lotus Cars Ltd.   It was 
Ron who designed and created the 1960’s Lotus Elan series and the Europa.  In 1968 that he turned his 
hand to inventing and after four years of struggle, selling mainly by mail order, his Workmate Workbench 
was taken up by Black and Decker and this earned him world wide fame

He moved to Jersey in 1977 and bought a property overlooking St Brelardes Bay. He decided to employ 
an Architect but soon became involved in the design and building himself.  He produced plans and models 
of a house which were revolutionary. The concept was to create the appearance of the building growing 
out of the ground.  It took six years to build. Among his car collection were a V16 Cadillac and the Elan+2. 
In June Michael McKay and myself visited the Festival of Motoring in Jersey and it was sad to see the 
Cadillac for sale in the auction.

John Miskelly     

Ron Hickman 1932-2011
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the light of my life
I sat quietly in the pub sipping 
my warm beer feeling a bit 
nervous about the forthcoming 
meeting. When my mate came 
in all red faced and a bit excited. 

“I have found her for you and 
she is ideal, a real wee beauty” 

“Not too long in the tooth or on 
the rough side like the last one?” 
I replied warily?

“Nah!! A little beauty with a 
lovely body” he said with a 
knowing smile. 

As promised I bought him a 
drink and when we finished we 
went off to meet his girlfriend 
who said she would go with us 
to see how I got on. I felt really 
embarrassed as this sort of thing, 
I thought, a man should really 
do this on his own. Especially 
for the first time. Having no car 
we all took the bus and I patted 
my wallet carefully to make 
sure I had enough of the ‘Dosh’ 
to cover all eventualities. The 
journey there seemed endless 
and the closer we got to the car 
park where we were to meet, I 

must confess, the more nervous 
I got. My hands started to get a 
bit sweaty and I began to think 
perhaps this was a bad idea. 

As is usual even now, I like 
to get to places early in case 
I would miss a rendezvous. 
As I waited I wondered what 
she would be like. I hoped she 
would not be too large. Big 
bodies always put me off and 
can be awkward to handle but 
then again a small little thing 
can be temperamental at times 
and hard to control. As for high 
maintenance? Not a chance. 
That would be completely out 
of my league. I just could not 
afford anything too expensive. 

The sudden “Hello, I hope, I did 
not keep you waiting’” behind 
me brought me back to the 
real world. I turned and a most 
attractive girl with the voice of 
honey stood there. She was quite 
petite and most presentable. She 
asked me my name and when I 
told her she laughed lightly and 
giving a sweeping bow trilled, 
“Let me present my best friend, 

Brenda to you. I hope you really 
like her, I am sure you will both 
get on” Brenda was staggeringly 
well presented and looked as if 
she had been scrubbed to within 
an inch of her life. She positively 
glowed and I could feel all my 
basic instincts of lust rising to 
the fore. She was beautifully 
formed though elegant and 
she just had that lovely look of 
assurance and a good flowing 
shape giving her a rare classic 
beauty. I honestly could not wait 
to be alone and get my hands 
on her. I knew that together 
we could get lost in each other 
and scale heights of passion I 
had never known before. I was 
completely captivated and 
enslaved by her at our very first 
meeting.

Brenda was my first car. A 1936 
bright Red MG TA. The car of my 
dreams. Stephen Reid is a local 
writer and storyteller based 
here in Northern Ireland. www.
storytellerman.com

AOVC Classic Show

This	was	the	third	year	that	the	show	has	been	at	Ballymena	Showgrounds.
There were 23 club stands all of which were located on the grass area. Each club had a clearly marked area 
allocated to them.  Some clubs came from quite a distance-I noticed one from as far away as Donegall. 
Our club had fourteen vehicles on display, slightly down on last year. There was a Food Village where 
several caterers cooked and served food of all various kinds. There were also Autojumble stalls selling a 
variety of tools, machinery and auto parts etc. According to the programme there were 455 pre booked 
entrants with others booking in on the day. There was a good variety of cars, commercial vehicles, tractors 
and motor cycles. We were entertained to a flying display by a model aeroplane club and a motorcycle 
display team showing their skills of motor cycle handling and daring stunts. Arriving and leaving the 
venue was very well marshalled resulting in easy access and exit with no queuing to contend with. All in 
all a good day with a large number of exhibitors and spectators and the weather was favourable.
Dennis Mitchell

BALLYMENA SHOWGROUNDS, SATURDAY 25TH JUNE 2011.
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The skill and expertise that support the excitement 
and entertainment we all enjoy at a car rally was 
the subject of our June meeting as David Kinkaid 
reports.

The preparation and setting up of a rally car 
for leading drivers requires a lot of expertise, 
knowledge and skill.  Sean McElherron, Chief 
Engineer in Kenny McKinstry’s  Motorsports Centre 
at Castlewellan Road, Banbridge is noted for this 
expertise but also has the gift of communicating 
the process to others in a most informative and 
entertaining manner. Thus the June meeting 
was a most enjoyable event where details of car 
preparation and some of the driving experiences 
kept us entertained for a full two hours without 
anyone realising how long we were there.

A few of us arrived early and had an interesting 
chat with Sean about helicopters and their use 
for getting service crews and rally drivers to their 
desired destination on time.

When the rest of the members arrived we were 
invited into the workshop where six different 
Subaru models were at different stage of 
preparation. These included an S8, S9, S10 and an 
S11 each one supported on four side stands at a 
comfortable working level. 

It was an engineer’s paradise with engines ready for 
fitting, gearboxes ready for assembly and an inside 
view of an engine with both sides completely 

busted or as the rally drivers would term it “with 
more than one leg out of bed”. Most of the 
engines were based on the old Subaru Legacys’ 
engine blocks which were remodified, resleeved, 
with new pistons, crankshaft, fuel injection system 
and all the tuning bits and pieces – in total a cost 
of £10,000+.

All of the modifications on these cars were greatly 
simplified. One example was having one master 
socket into which all of the gearbox electronics 
could be plugged in thus enabling engineers 
to change a gearbox in 25 minutes. All of the 
equipment was moved from the inner guards and 
located elsewhere. The car could take a severe 
knock on the front corners and finish the rally 
provided the front wheels were still in place.

The S11 was the highest spec. with most 
technology. This car was manufactured in 2005 
and rally prepared at an approximate cost of 
£300,000. Of course, older and less competitive 
cars could be prepared at much less cost. On top 
of the preparation costs you have tyres at £300 
per corner and fuel at £16 per gallon which make 
car rallying quite an expensive sport.

Unfortunately Subaru have withdrawn from 
the world rally stage and these cars are no 
longer manufactured. This means that parts are 
difficult to obtain with some parts having to be 
manufactured locally. 

June Club Night
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As I said, Sean was a most informative and 
entertaining host and we enjoyed his account of 
some of the exploits of the DIY rally drivers and 
their navigators. One example was cutting two 
slots out of the roof skin with a hammer and chisel 
to have the roll cage completely welded as the 
scrutineers refused to pass them.

Of course new technology has also entered the 
car rallying world and an interesting feature was 
an inboard laptop computer which relayed all the 
information on an engine’s performance to the 
driver and navigator. A total of seven pages of this 
information could be forwarded to the service 
crews for their attention and advice during the 
rally.

The centre consol and dashboard were reminiscent 
of an aircraft cockpit with their mass of switches, 
and pop up fuses whose different colours related 
to the voltage or amps. These fuses could be 
changed in seconds.

This meeting was a wonderful experience which 
reminded me of Silverstone F1 garages in the early 
80s when the public were entertained close to the 
pit crews in the garage when they were preparing 
the cars for the F1 race day.

On behalf of Banbridge Old Vehicle Club I would 
like to say a sincere thank you to Kenny McKinstry 
and his daughter Emma for allowing us to visit 
their Motorsports Centre. Kenny was unable to 
be present that evening as he was attending a 
very important birthday party. A special word of 
thanks must go to Kenny’s chief engineer, Sean 
McElherron for giving up his time after working 
hours and sharing his knowledge and experiences 
of rally car preparation in such detail. Last but 
not least a big thank you to our chairman, Ken, 
for arranging a most enjoyable evening. The large 
turnout of members was indicative of the interest 
and information that these premises can provide.

David Kinkaid.

July Club Night
Our Annual visit to Sir Thomas and Lady Dixon Park at the end of July was precluded by bright sunshine 
and warm weather.

Some members and friends took the opportunity to walk around and admire the acres of roses displayed 
so magnificently in their meticulously manicured beds laid out so artistically for public viewing. Since 
the Annual International Rose Trials were completed less than two weeks before our visit, bad weather 
had taken its toll on some of the blooms, but those that survived were a sight to behold. The gardeners 
of the Belfast City Council Parks Dept. spend many months planting and tending the vast acreage of the 
Rose Gardens and surrounding area of this public park.

It was a great privilege for all of us to bring our old vehicles and assemble on the lawn in front of Wilmont 
House. A great selection of old cars and their 
drivers ( some even older ) were on display 
to the admiration of all. Sheila’s home made 
scones (from the Moira Home Bakery) 
were consumed quickly with cream and 
strawberry jam, followed by tea or coffee 
and biscuits. The conversation and craic 
continued until the Park Warden shouted “ 
Were closing the gates unless you lot want 
to stay here all night”
Many thanks to Michael McKay, Sheila 
Adair and David Kinkaid for a very enjoyable 
evening.

Ken McDevitte



august club night

On Tuesday 30th August thirty six club members 
and friends assembled in the terminal building at 
Belfast City Airport for a visit to the Airport Fire 
Service.

After presenting identification documents 
everyone was issued with a security pass.  We then 
walked from the terminal building a short distance 
to the security checkpoint that allows access to 
the airfield and apron area.  On passing through 
security we made our way to the Fire Station 
and were greeted by Colin Surgeoner, the Station 
Commander. The station has three fire tenders 
and provides fire fighting cover for any incident 
occurring on the airfield or within a two nautical 
mile radius.  The fire tenders can carry up to 10,000 
litres of water and 1,200 litres of foam concentrate.  
In addition they carry first aid equipment, 
additional powder and gas extinguishing systems 
and tools.  When fully laden they weigh up to thirty 
two tonnes and achieve four miles per gallon.  The 
current fleet was purchased ten years ago and is 
due to be replaced by 2013, at an estimated cost 
of £1.8 million.  Tyres for the vehicles are subject 
to significant wear and on occasions have to be 
changed after only three months use.

When operational the station is staffed by eight 
firefighters.  Their work includes servicing and 
maintaining equipment and regular training 
exercises; many involving live fire simulations 

on a replica aircraft and engine located on the 
airfield.  The fire crew are also responsible for snow 
clearance and had an especially busy time last 
winter. After a guided tour of the fire tenders we 
moved to the station control room.  This area on 
the first floor has a panoramic view of the airfield 
and members were able to watch aircraft landing 
and taxiing.  One of the staff demonstrated the 
use of the fireman’s pole for a speedy descent to 
the ground floor – club members used the stairs!!

The evening concluded with a vote of thanks to 
Colin and his team.  Our thanks to Andy Dornan 
for organising a most enjoyable and informative 
evening which provided us all with a true ‘behind 
the scenes’ view of our local airport.

Mark Bridgham

BOVC  Visit to Belfast City Airport Fire Service



OLD VEHICLE CLUB

BANBRIDGEIt was an early start, 7.30am, to get to Kilbroney 
Forest Park for 9am to meet up with Denis 
Mitchell to lay claim of an area on which to set 
up the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club Stand. On my 
way I filled up the Hillman at Sprucefield and 
collected John and then on to Rostrevor arriving 
just before 9 am. I thought we were early but to 
my amazement Ronnie Burney had already taken 
up position at the beginning of the row allocated 
to BOVC. A short time later Denis and Iris Mitchell 
arrive and we set about claiming our display area. 
Up went the Mitchell’s gazebo followed by the 
arrival of the Briggs clan. There was a steady flow of 
club members arriving and parking up. There were 
some 34 names listed in the Souvenir Programme 
but only about 28 managed to find the club stand.
There was a large gathering of vehicles of all 
descriptions and state of repair, from Rolls Royces, 
Mercedes, Austins, Minis, Fords, the Ford Anglias 
led by Richard Bingham were early on the scene 
having their stand set up before we arrived, 
Hillmans, motor cycles, tractors , lorries and Land 
Rovers to name but a few
There were the usual auto jumble stalls as well as 

amusements and other general stalls.
Once we had our pitch marked out it was time for 
morning coffee, scones and biscuits but if you were 
with the Briggs party it was ham Baps without the 
Ham. You can imagine the banter when it was 
discovered that Hilary had forgotten the ham.
After an inspection of the cars and a visit to the 
auto jumble it was now time for lunch.
The Mitchell and Briggs contingent proceeded 
to set up their barbeques and smoke the rest of 
us out. There was some banter when Tom Briggs 
could not get his burgers and chicken to cook and 
Denis was well ahead in the cooking stakes.
Soon Sheila Adair and Ken McDevitte arrived to 
join in the craic and we all enjoyed our picnic or 
cooked lunches.
The show was blessed with glorious weather with 
just the odd short shower of rain laying the dust. 
Once again the organisers are to be praised for the 
way the show was organised.
There is no place like Kilbroney for a good show, 
banter and craic. Here’s to the next time.

Michael McKay

16TH JUNE 2011
Kilbroney Vintage show
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1972 BMW 2002

Silver, Tax exempt, MOT  June 2012, very 
good condition, must be seen and driven to 

appreciate.

Phone 02897533597

CLUB SHOP - FOR SALE

New items bearing club crest

Wall plaques £15.00

Metal car badges £8.50

Club ties £5.00

Millers Oil at very keen price 
Millers 250ml VSP+

Unleaded additive £4.00

Millers 500ml Diesel
Power Plus £8.50

Phone Reg Bell on 028 9756 1079 or 
07877 385835 or Andrew Carson on 028 

9269 3756 or 07731 397338

CLUB CLOTHING
We now have a range of clothing in Navy 

Blue with the Club Badge.

Polo Shirts  £10 or £12
 depending on style
Sweatshirts £15.00
UCC Fleece £16.00
Regatta Fleece  £20.00
Regatta Waterproof Jackets,
fleece lined & built in hood.  £40.00

It would be appreciated if payment could 
be made in advance please. Cheques will 

not be cashed until items are ready.

These are obtainable from Richard Gregory 
who can be contacted on 02890843034 or 

07767882121
or at r.gregory243@btinternet.com

1939 Morris 8 Series E,

Black, MOT’d June 2012, Tax free. 4new 
tyres, wiring loom, head lining and door 

cards. Some spares, workshop manuals and 
handbook included in sale. £3500.  ono.

Contact Michael on 07815435102

Cellulose Paint

1 litre Wedgewood Blue. £25 ono

Contact Michael on 07815435102

1987 124 Model 200 Mercedes
1977cc engine.

4 door Red, great driver. MOT and Tax

Contact Harold on 02897 564969

1977 V.W. Sirocco GLS Auto,

Metallic Gold, 39000 miles

Contact David 07714244160

1970 Rover 2000 P6 Automatic

Zircon Blue Tax exempt, MOTd June 2012
Price £1250 open to offers

Contact Michael on 07815435102

2x Good Year Cross Ply Tyres

700x14 6ply  £25 each

Contact Hans on 07786288793
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Delorean Desk 

A desk used by management in the Delorean 
factory. Your opportunity to own a piece of  
Delorean History. All proceeds to Multiple 

Sclerosis Society.

Contact Philip McCartan on 028 38881935

Used Dunlop c41

Cross Ply Tyre 5.20 x 13 Good Tread £20 ono

Contact Michael on 07815435102

Austin A30

4 door, grey with red interior, period extras 
fitted, mot and free tax, ready to use and drives 

very well. £2495 ono

Tel  07720262530

Garage compressor

upright type with large tank and hose and 
gauges, suit DIY man. £100

Tel  07720262530

Large qty of brand new exhaust pipes

for 1980/90 vehicles, if not sold as 1 lot they 
will go for scrap value, need the space.

Scrap value in weight is £80 + first £75 will 
be accepted

Tel  07720262530

Selection of alloy wheels and tyres

for Audi/VW  15”/ 16” will sell cheap to 
make space or end up scrap value.

Tel  07720262530

Large stock of classic car keys FV / FS 
etc not selling as job lot but will sell on 
demand as per key number. Classic car 
manuals for Rover P6, MGB, Mini, etc.
Large stock of old 8 track music tapes, 

sell in small qty if required, 

Exhausts for classic cars

Marina / sherpa / BMC / Acclaim / Corsair 
GT / Viva / etc.

Tel 07720262530

Set of rostyle genuine ford road wheels
for Granada MK 1 GL/GT model with tyres 

£75

Tel 07720262530

Mercedes sills pair for 1980s 280sl,

genuine mercedes brand new, Austin A40 
Farina MK1 new door, plus used doors and 

some mechanical parts, Rover 213 door 
skin new, Maxi doors and tailgate used.

Tel 07720262530

BMC / LEYLAND

new and used parts, will sell seperatly or job 
lot to autojumbler.

Tel 07720262530



CLUB NIGHTS

ROBIN ALLINGHAM
will be our special guest for our first club night of the 2011/12 winter season. 

Robin’s long career during the 1970’s and 80’s in a vast array of rally cars earned 
him a reputation for being a “bit of an expert” at building and tuning BMC engines, 

particularly Rover V8 engines.

Come along on Tuesday 27th September to Banbridge Rugby Club, 
Ardery’s Lane at 8pm.

TUESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2011

TUESDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2011

The AGM is the most important meeting of the year when office bearers and 
committee are elected. Please come along and support the club and perhaps be 

prepared to stand for election or offer your support or suggestions in some other way.

This is your club so do come along to Banbridge Rugby Club,
Ardery’s Lane, Newry Road, Banbridge at 8pm.

TUESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2011-05-16

 TRANSPORT MUSEUM,  CULTRA.
Our special guest speaker for our November club night is Eric McCleary museum curator 

from 1982 to 1998. Eric will talk about the formation of the Ulster Folk and Transport 
Museum at Cultra and its many developments over the years. His special interests include 

the Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre, Harry Ferguson, Rex McCandless, Stanley Woods, O.D. and 
Chambers Cars, the Delorean. Aviation includes the Martin Baker Ejector seat , Shorts 
Vertical Take Off aircraft and from Harland and Wolff- the Titanic and many others.

Come along to Banbridge Rugby Club at 8pm on 29th November and enjoy a 
fascinating evening at Ardery’s Lane, Newry Road, Banbridge

PLEASE NOTE THERE IS NO CLUB MEETING IN DECEMBER

TUESDAY 31ST JANUARY 2012

ATTENTION ALL PHILIP McCALLAN FANS.
Philip McCallan is our special speaker at our January Club Night which will take the 

form of a chat show. Philip will recall some of his experiences during racing for many 
years in Ireland, Isle of Man, England and all over the world.

Come along to Banbridge Rugby Club, Ardery’s Lane, Newry Road, Banbridge at 8pm—
you’ll enjoy it.  



CLUB RUNS

END OF SEASON RUN
This years End of Season Run, starting at the Old Mill Dundonald will take us along 

the coast of Strangford Lough past Castle Espie, White Rock and through Killyleagh for 
a picnic overlooking Strangford Harbour. After lunch we take a scenic drive along the 

beautiful Down coast through Ardglass, Tyrella, Clough and Seaford to finish with a meal 
at the Spa Golf Club.

Please send your entry forms to Ken McDevitte 02892666401
or Sheila Adair 02892611218

SATURDAY 24TH SEPTEMBER 2011

TUESDAY  27TH DECEMBER 2011 

CHRISTMAS RUN
Once again the Christmas Run is being organised by Margaret and Harry Pepper starting 
at the Belmont Hotel at 10.45am travelling through Co Down to arrive at the Harbour 

Inn Annalong for lunch.  Entry form enclosed.

Harry and Margaret can be contacted on 028 406 23108

NORTHERN IRELAND’S
EXECUTIVE COACHES

RJG BULLICK

71 Newry Street, Rathfriland
Co. Down BT34 5PZ

Rathfriland: 028 4063 8006
Banbridge: 028 4062 5860

Mob: 07836 343204
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Banbridge Car show
BANBRIDGE CAR SHOW 13/14TH AUGUST 2011.

This was a new venture organised by local man Drew Gregg. As this was a Banbridge event it was 
important that the Banbridge Old Vehicle Club was involved.

John Miskelly and myself were the first on site on the Friday to set up the stand for the Banbridge Old 
Vehicle club. We put up the banner and roped off an area suitable for twelve cars but unfortunately on 
the two days we only had eight cars each day.

When I arrived on the Saturday morning all the other car clubs had set themselves up in the middle or 
around the perimeter of the field and I thought to myself you’ve made a wrong decision here Michael. It 
was only when the public started to arrive did I realise that we were adjacent to the public entrance. This 
was to our advantage as we had a steady flow of admirers.

The weather was showery and with other events taking place the attendance was not as expected by the 
organiser. This was disappointing to him and for the charity N I Chest, Heart and Stroke Association who 
were to benefit from any profit made.

A repeat show is scheduled for next year and our club will have a greater involvement in the organisation 
of this.

Michael McKay
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Club dates for 2011

Club dates for 2012

NEW MEMBERS Welcome to the following new members

24th September                         End of Season Run—Strangford Coast

27th September                         Club Night- Robin Allingham--Rallying

25th October                             ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

29th November                         Club Night Eric McCleery, Transport Museum

27th December                          Christmas Run—The Mournes

THERE IS NO CLUB MEETING IN DECEMBER

Ewell Ross Banbridge 1986 Mercedes360SEL

Richard Curlett  Portadown 1990 Peugeot 205 GTI

Philip McCartan Donacloney 1972 Ford Escort MK1

Leslie Johnston Dundonald 1982 Daimler 4.2 , 2000 Jaguar 3.2

Raymond Nelson Banbridge 1974 RS 2000 Mk1, 1979 RS 2000 Mk2 

Brian Walsh Lisburn 1960 Austin Healy Sprite

Bryan Roycroft Dromore 1970  Morris Traveller.

David Fitzgerald Newtownabbey 1980 Ford R/S Custom

Gary McKinstry Banbridge 1990 BMW 325i

We look forward to you joining us in the activities of the club

31st January 2012 Philip McCallan - Motorcycle Racing



223 Moira Road, Lisburn
Tel: 028 9262 1356

Mobile: 07802 361411

•  MOT  • Servicing  •  PSV  •
•  Clutch Fitting  •  Petrol or Diesel  •

38 Railway Road, Coleraine BT52 1PE
T: 028 7034 4321   F: 028 7035 1733

E: jcamins@netcomuk.co.uk  

CLASSIC INSURANCE
ON THE WEB

www.cccinsurance.co.uk

C PI
Crumlin Insurance Partnership

44 Main Street, Crumlin,
Co. Antrim, BT29 4UT

T: 028 9442 2880  F: 028 9442 2639
E: quote@crumlinip.co.uk

Website: www.crumlinip.co.uk

© 2011 SPRBS

Opening Hours
Mon – Sat 9.00 am to 5.00pm

HUMBLE PIE
COFFEE SHOP/BISTRO

20 Main Street, Hillsborough, Co Down

Telephone 028 9268 8688

Lithographic, Digital, 
Wide Format Printing

From paper to vinyl


